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of the Town 1 Pariſh, 6 
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1H E. origin of ancient places i is not F Ne ES 
to be aſcertained with that preciſion which 
_ might be wiſhed; and tho' we cannot ſpeak with 
any certainty of the foundation of Nantwich, yet 
it is generally allowed by ſkilful antiquarians, to 


bear many marks of venerable antiquity, Indeed 


if we may credit an old tradition, this town was 
not unknown to the Romans, having paid tribute 

or cuſtom to them for it 'sfalr; ſprings of which are 
very numerous here. Bur tho we do not pretend 


to build with any cer tainty upon the authority or 
| fidelity of thistradition; there is nothing improbable 
in it; on the contrary ſome conſiderations counte- 
- nance, if not confirm it, namely ſuch as follow: The 


famous twentieth Legian ſtiled Vidrix which was 
_ raiſed by Auguſtus Ceſar, and by the command of 

he Emperor Claudius tranſported into Britain un- 
. 5 e 
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[ der i contult of Aulus Plautius Anno Xt. 43. 


garriſoned Cheſter, according to the well founded 


conjectures of ſome learned men, in the year when 
Ceſonius Petus and Peteonius Turpilianus where 


Conſuls under the reign of Nero, about the year 


of . 63, at the time when Suetonius Paulinus 


attempted the conqueſt of Angleſey. That the 


| Romans had a Ration alſo in this countsy is indis- 
purable, which they named- Condatum, generally 
ſuppoſed to be at or near Congleton ; yet, from the 


late learned reſearches of the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, . 


author of the hiſtory of Mancheſter, 1 apprehend. 
the point to be more accurately determined by fix 

5 ing its proximity much nearer to Nantwich, that 
is to ſay, at Rinderton. If we further reflect that 

N cheir other conſiderable ſtation at Mancunium (Man- 
| cheſter): was at no inconvenient diſtance ; and add io 
all this, that the ſalt works of Nantwich were con- 
feſſedly more numerous, and ancient in thoſe times, 
than any in Cheſhire or the parts ajacent ; and that 
the article i it ſelf was ſo neceſſary, and uſefal, for 


rheir immediate purpoſes; and fo beneficial to them 
from its facility in raiſing an impoſt, which ſo 


| knowing a people could ſcarcely overlook or ne- 
gle&; raking the whole into conſideration we can 
ſcarce doubt of there having been an intercourſe 
betwixt the Romans and the town of Nantwich, 


and that it is highly probable that the tradition 
is well ſounded, — this as it may, Nantwich was 


4 4 58 | 18 *. | * > na LE 
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A Place of ſome note before le erection of its 
church, at which time the iphabitants reſorted to 
| the older church of Aion, (one mile from hence) , 
to worlhip Gop,.which hath given occaſion to ma- 
ny to ſuppoſe our's a chapel annext to Adlon, and 
the Abbot and Monks of Combermere Abbey to aſſert 
| their right to it as ſuch, without any well grounded 
claim, as will be ſhewn hereafter i in the courſe of this 
work. There are ſome who rejecting the dubious ac- 
counts of Geofrey of Monmouth, Higden, and Henry 
Bradſhaw, (authors it muſt be confeſſed who dealt 
too much i in the marvellous, and who had aſſerted 
the foundation of Cheſter to be much older than 
the coming of the Romans into Britain) depend up- 
on the more reſpectable authorities of Leland and 
Seldan and ſuppoſe that city to be founded by ye 
ay Romans. If this be the caſe, it may not be unrea- 
ſonable from what hath been ſaid before, to ſup- 
pole that Nantwich was founded by the ſame peo- | 
Ple, at, or near the ſame time; there is nothing un- 
reaſonable I ſay in the ſuppoſition, and it is all we 
have to guide us, for whenever authentic records 
are wanting to aſcertain the truth of facts and ro 
identify perſons and places, (eſpecially of ancient | 
times) all we can proceed upon, are the molt rea- 
ſonable and probable conjectures, aided and. 
ſtrengthened by the beſt collected circumſtances; 
for in ſuch a caſe to aſſume the language of truth 
: 588 ad cerjainty wouldonly ſerve to diſplay a culpable 
. | B 2 | og 
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preſumption and unpardonable temerity. Yet af- 


ter all; there are not wanting thoſe, whoſuppole 
(and with ſome ſhew of probability) that Cheſter 
from its advantageous fituation, and from the uti- 


lity and benefit naturally accuring to Nantwich 
| from i its numerous ſalt ſprings, might have been * 


placesof ſome acccount before the entrance of the 


Romans into Britain; and that both places were 


| much enlarged and improved by that people. 


"Nantwich, W. | or ' With-Malbank 3 
(though the firſt ſeems to be the original name 
being expreſſive of it's ſituation; Nant in the Bri- | 
1iþ language ſignifying ; a vale) gives name to the 
whole hundred: is ſituated upon the river Never: 


and upon the borders of Staffordſhire and Shrop- 55 


ſhire. on the direct poſt road from Holy-Head in 


Wales by way of Cheſter to London, from which laſt 
city it is diſtant 162 miles N. W. It lies in a fer- 
tile vale having ſome of the richeſt cheeſe-land 
around it in the whole country: at ſeveral dai- 
ries near, are made the fineſt that can be met with; 


| ſome of which are ſo large as to weigh 120, 130 


or even 140 Pounds; and here the moſt confidera- 
ble cheeſe contracts are made to the annual amount 


it 18 ſaid of I 0000 


F of a mile from N. 10 S. containing many 
large 


A 


zo]. This town is the largeſt in 
the county, Cheſter excepred, being almoſt one mile 
in lengch from E. to M. and approachesneartothree 
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a Barriſter at law. 
and hath the power of attacking body and goods 
for the recovery of debts, betwixt the reſpectire 

ſums of forty ſhillings and ten pounds the privi- 
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5 large and ſpacious ſtreets, and boat 600 houſes, 
hath a good weekly market. on Saturday and three 
annual ſairs, viz. March 26th, September 4th, com- 
monly calſed old or great fair; and December th, 
' beſides a market, every Saturday fortnight for the 
fale of neat-cattle, which opens on the Saturday 
next after Candlemas-day and continues all the 
= muy and the beginning of the Jammer. . 


Nantwich, or Wich-Malbank (fo called From 


William de Malbeng or Malbant to whom it was 
given by his kinſman Hugh Lupus the firſt Norman 

| Earl of Cheſter) now confers the title of Baron up- 

on George James Viſcount Malpas and Earl of Ch 


mondeley who is the Lord of the manor, and hath 
a hundred court held under him in which prelides 


He holds a Court Baron alſo 


ledge of a jail, and appointing the keeper, who is 
generally the bailift belonging jo the court. This 


Lord hath toll of cattle, roots and fruit, and the 


mills erected upon the river Wever belong to him. 
The toll of corn and fiſh belong to John Crewe © 


of Crewe Eſq, who appoints the bellman. This 
| gentleman is alſo patron of the church. — 


de 
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The principal ſtreets in this town are the 
High-Town, or High-Street; the Hoſpital-Street ; 
the Pillory- Street; Pepper · Street; Beam - Stteet; 
Barker - Street; Milln- Street; and the Welch-Row. 
Which laſt is parted from the reſt of the Townby | 
the river Mever, over which is a good ſtone bridge, 
of one arch. The ſtreets and lanes: of leſſer ac- 
count are Love-Lane (or the Oat Market), Swine- 
Market, Wall-Lane, Church-Lane, Caſtle- Lane- 


the Water-Load, © Dog-Lane, Love- Lane (or 
Maſon's-Vard) the two  Wood-Streets, Bake- 


| houſe-Lane, © Marſh-Lane, Fulhurſt (or Lion- 
Lane, Sparbacon-Lane, Middle-Stylh, and a ſmall 
lane or paſſage formerly called Pepper-Streer, 
near the ee nen out of the Welch: Rowe to 
de river. ; | 


” vs Vous called _ W 5 Row (ſometimes 
St. Annes from a chapel of that name which for- 
merly ſtood at the lower end of it, tho no record 
mentions it by that name,) was heretofore known 
: by the name of Frog-Row, as appears by ſundry 
deeds in the reignof Richard II. Henry IV. Henry 
V. Henry VI. and Edward1V. till the reign of 
Henry VII. not called the Welch-Row in any deed, 


Or evidence, but in his and his ſons reign it was in. 


differently called, che Welch Row, and Frog-Row = 
other deeds make mention of the Frog-Channel | 
* FrogeWel. in the ſaid ſtreet where Sir Ralph 

9 Arden 
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Arden knight, . of Dorfold who died the th; of 
Henry V. as appears by an inquiſition taken after 
his death, had a Milln called Frog-Milln, and the 
- water Coming thence in its paſſage to the town, 
imparts it's name to certain paſtures called the Frog- 
| Greaves and paſſing along the ſaid ſtreet without 
doubt, gave it the name of the Frog-Row——VUp- 
on what occaſion it came to be called the Welch- 
Row is not apparent, certain it is, that the com- 
. merce and negotiation berwixt this town and the 
inhabitants of North-Wales upon the account of 
1 bringing lime and other commodities hither, and 
= taking lalt hence,” was much n more e ſequent, than 
of n times. 5 


* 
he & 55 
* 


e our falt was et to "this doors by 
thoſe that carry it weekly to Shrewsbury, and as the 
elch that traded hither lodged i in the ſame ſtreet, 
it might poſſibly take the name of the Welch-Row 

upon that occaſion: but I rather think it was a 
Name of Reproach which was given it by reaſon of 
the depredations and combuſtions made by thoſe 
people under Owen Glendower in the reign of Hen- : 
ry IV: at which time the townſinen” ſtood upon 
their defence having the river for a trench betwixt 
them and the Welch. For admitting the truth of 
what is related, hal an anceſtor of the ancient 
family of the Maiſterſons, the ſtreet might 8 
alt the Welch: Row, by way of oba. Om 


Mr. 
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ä Tuouns Maisrazz0n who Bad a command 
in Fance under the Black Prxrvce, and after- 
wuardi.. ſerved King HxxxVY IV. asd King Henny 
V. defended his bouſe in Pillory- Street, which 
"was then meated about, againſt thoſe inhabitants 
whe had joined the Welch en the et ber fide of the 
This muſt. have been in thoſe Welch commo- 
=_ and ſeems to ſtrengthen this canjeure, And 
it appears by the many invective laws which in the 
reign of Henry IV. and V. were enacted againſt the 
Welch, what contumely they lay under till theſe 
© laws were repealed ; A remarkable inſtance of 
lf Which appears by this; In thoſe days a man 
thought himſelf ſcandalized, and preferred a 
EE complaint againſt another, for calling him a 
© Welchman: the complainant juſtified himſelf by 
ſetewing his extraction was Egli not 
Welch. And to manifeſt that a long continued 
enmity hath ſubſiſted between the Welch-Row 
5 and the other part of the town, the youth of both 
| have in che days of our fore-father's frequently 
meet at the bridge which parts the tawn, there 
_— to bicker and encounter with each other, and 
| that party which firſt quitted the bridge was 
H | deemed to be yangquiſhed, and in their diſports of 
= dancing, wreſtling, playing at.prifon-bars and the 
Ulk; the conteſt hath generally been betwixr 
wie Town and the Welch-Row. And ſome- 
5 - "ing ot dle ſpirit of emulatian prev * | 
=. _ day 
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day. Vet principally we refer to the time of 
_ Henry IV. for it's being called the Welch-Row, 
as we find it not ſo named in any deed or au- 


thentic record till the reign of Henry VII. The 


reaſon is obvious, becauſe it's being a bye, or 


nick-name was not owned by the inhabitants of 


the faid ſtreet, till the coming in of that Prince, 
who was a Welchman'by birth as well as blood; 
and got the crown from Richard the uſurper by 
the arms and aſſiſtance of his countrymen, under 
the command of Sir William Stanley of Holt 
Caſitle and Sir Rice ap Thomas, which brought 
the Melehmen into grace again; ſo that hence- 
forward, it was deemed no diſparagement to 
1 es or r perſon t to be Ae Welch. e 


This ſtreet was | entity accommodated with 


2 ſmall chapel, dedicated to St. Aune, for the 
uſe of the inhabitants, ſituated at the lower end 
of the ſtreet near the bridge; from whence this 
ſtreet was ſometimes denominated St. Anne's 
and St. Anne's pariſh ; but no veſtiges of ſuch 
a building have been to be found for a great 

number of years. It muſt have been of che 
greateſt convenience to the inhabitants of the 

Melt h. Rom, becauſe formerly there was no 

bridge over che river, and they commonly ford- 


ed over from this ſtreet to the high town, which 
in cafe of floods which N happen, would 
0 N 
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| have prevented their attendance on public wor- 
| ſhip at the other church, this was afterwards. 
= remedied by the erection of a wooden bridge 
| which was in being in the reign of King James 
I. if not later. When the preſent bridge of ſtone 
. Was erected I am not informed. A public clock 
| - alſo called St. Anne's, which continued till a 
| few years ago was fixed up on a dwelling in 
I |! | the middle of this ſtreet, which, by a recent al- 
1 | teration in the buildings there, hath been taken 
away. This clock was probably erected at the 
1 expence of the worthy family of the Milbra- 
T1 hani's of Town's End, the bell being inſcribed 
5 N with their name. On a houſe in this ſtreet near 
= ble bridge was alſo a bell placed for the pur. 
ij pPioſe of alarming the town in caſe of fire, and 
this too upon ſome account has been taken down | 
but a few years ſince, which is much to be 
| © regretted, becauſe from the numerous timber 
HR buildings with thatched roofs here, that de- 
ſtructive element, fire; might in a little ſpace of 
time make 0. ravages, as this town former- 
ly hath moſt fatally experienced. The ſpeedy 
 affiſtance of people collected to quell the pro- 
5 greſs of fires often prevents great loſſes and 
ñ __ - ;gefirniion, which would otherwiſe enſue, and 
1 „ there are none more bold and alert in ſuch caſes 
= ran the common people of Nantwich. It is 
5 much to be wiſhed therefore, that che fire - bell, 
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as it was called, were replaced in it's old ſituation. 
At the end of this ſtreet leading to Cheſter, the 
Abbot and Monks of the Abby of Combermere, who : 


were of the order of St. Benedict erected a priory, 
but no marks or footſteps thereof have remained 


for perhaps ſome centuries paſt, but the arms 
ſaid to belong thereto, are noticed by King i in 
his Vale Royal, which are Party per Pale, Azure 
and Gules, two erutches in Saltier Or. There was 
likewiſe an Hoſpital or Lazar Houſe, called Sr, 


Laurences's Hoſpital, termed in ſeveral deeds, 
Domus Leproforum, near the Priory, (if it was di- 


ſtinct from it, for ſome ſuppoſe them both the 
ſame) and the arms ſeem 'to countenance that 
opinion, nevertheleſs, I apprehend they are miſ- 
taken, for to me the exiſtence of both erections 
ſeem indiſputable. A Priory and Lazar Houſe are 
different things; the exiſtence of the latter is 
fully proved by ſeveral deeds yet extant, and 
what is called the Prior's Obiit, is collected by + 
the Pariſh Officers to this day, it is generally 
agreed that they (if diſtin& edifices) were ſituat- 
ed over againſt the Alms Houſes, founded and 
endowed by the very worthy and ancient family 
of Wilbraham. There is an ancient tradition 
which holds that the Priory was built upon the 


ſcite, upon a part of which, now ſtands the Malt 


Houſe occupied by Mr. James Bayley, very near 
Jak ſaid Alms Houſes, now this is. almoſt decal 
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the Nantwich guild was, what is no 
mar · School in 
Vere not incorporared f in any of the reſpedtive 
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5 ſite thn other a and if chis ade could 
be depended upon would be a further proof that 
the Priory and Lazar Houſe could not be one, 
but diſtin& edifices; in all probability the Hoſ- 
pital or Lazar Houſe, might be under the i in- 
ſpection of the n. and his Monks. 15 


But to (peak more e particularly of 85 10 oe 


hath been matter of ſurpriſe to many, that a place 
| ſo conſiderable and ancient hath never been incor- 


Porated by law, in the manner of many others of 
leſs note and antiquity, but this may be account- 


ed for by the ſeparate juriſdictions and fees into 


which it hath been ſplit and divided, and the 
entire government of it never long veſted in any 


fiogle Lord, notwithſtanding which, it had for- 


merly a voluntary incorporation, called a Guild, 
Which is a confraternity or brotherhood, for 


| the better managing and governing the matters 
| belonging to the town, and for the good of the 
whole, and theſe guilds or brotherhoods were 

| generally compoſed of the richeſt and moſt con- 
_ fGiderable part of the inhabitants wherever they 
were formed, and upheld by a mutual contri- 

| bution 3. ſome privileges were annexed to them, 


and they had a common-hall ; that occupied by 
w the Gram- 
the Church-Vard. Perſons who 


/ 
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confraternities (for, it appears, there were ſe- 
veral of them at Nantwich ) were not allowed; 
(they, nor their children) to have at their de- 
ceaſe, or their bringing home, any of the orna- 
ments of the church (a cuſtom here in uſe in 
| thoſe days) nor, any more of the bells to be 

rung for them than the third bell” | 
Ic may not be aonocalfary, W to note 
| here how the rule of the town came to be ſo 
parcelled out into ſeveral juriſdictions, known 
here by the name of liberties. 


= Hub Malbane ſacceeded William his Father a 
Rl in the Barony of Wich Malbanc, or Nantwich, 
which Hugh, by his charter dated 1133, gave a 
fourth part of Wickty (Nantwich ) to the Abby 
of Combermere, with all it's juriſdictions, &c. 
The reſidue after the death of William ſon of the 
faid Hugh came to be parted among his three 
daughters and heirs, the whole by eſtimation, 
(the 4bbet's part excepted) was eighteen Knights 
N fees, which appears from hence, that the two 
daughters of Lord Baſſett of Hedington, who | 
A | married the eldeſt dau ghter of the laſt Baron of 
1 Nantwich, had three fees a piece, ſo that fix 
— fees made one third part; 75 this, in proceſs of 
4 time, came to be divided among fo many copart- 
ners, that ſome had but a thirty-ſixth part. The i 
4 other fees, Parcel of the Barony, were an- 
(ny ; 


ciently known by the names of the Counteſs's 
fee, Audley's-fee, the Abbor's-fee, and the fee of 
St. John of Jeruſalem, which Knights had ſeveral 
5 privileges and poſſeſſions alſo in the adjacent 
A parts of Staffordſhire ; this, formerly belonged 
to the famous John of Gaunt, or Ghent, Duke of 
A Lancaſter - but now belongs to the family of 
5 Booth of Mottram, in this county. The reſt now 
FFT reſpectively, to the Earl of Cholmondeley, the 
X Hon. Mr. Tollemache, and John Crewe, Eſq. of 
Crewe, Tis true ſomething more than a century 
ago, many of the ſcattered parts were united in 
the poſſeſſion of Sir Robert Cholmondeley, notwith- 4 
Ranging which, they had been under the govern- 
ment of Sir Thomas Hulſburſi of Crewe, in the 
reign of Henry. VIII. and in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, Sir Chriſtopher Hatton had the chief 
government, which i in ſome meaſure accounts for 
7 many ſeparate juriſditions which at this day 
ſubſiſt in this town. While the Barony was en- 
tire, it was under the immediate juriſdiction of 
the Baron, or his Steward for the time being, 
and while the town was, as it were, incorporat- 9 
ed under one head, and had a court baron and Ei 
court leet to Puniſh diſorders; ; in all probability —_ 
the government was more regular than when it 
came to be divided. among many Lords, whoſe 1 
ſeparate juriſdictions and divided intereſts was (| 
Thar! hich hindered the introduction of one 
SITES I a So uniform 
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uniform government, elſe, no doubt, the town 
might have been incorporated with as ample 
privileges as other leſs principal ones of the 
county are at this day. Howbeit, to manifeſt 
their love to unity and good order, the better 
ſort of the inhabitants heretofore, aſſociated 
themſelves in guilds or brotherhoods (as men- 
tioned before) which were upheld by a mutual 
contribution among themſelves. Theſe guilds 
were regulated by the court leet in matters, 
which they (being no corporation by law) had 
| no power to redreſs, and continued to the reign of 
Edward VI. and then came to be ſuppreſſed and 
the revenues thereto belonging given to the crown 
by the fat. of Edward VI. When Sir Thomas 
Fulſhurſt of Crewe, was ſteward-dr governor of this 
town, and preſided over the guild, he with a proper 


3X jury in the goth of Henry VIII. ſet forth divers 


regulations for the better ordering and govern- 
ing the brotherhood and the reſt of rhe inhabi- 
tants, which were found to be of ſuch utility 
and concernment as to be generally obſerved ar 
this time, though ſome have been abrogated. 
From the contribution of the brotherhood, the' 
maintenance of fix perpetual prieſts to ſay maſs 


8 for the brethren and ſiſters of the guild, was 


particyþarly provided, as appears by a deed un- 
der the common ſeal of the wardens of the ſaid y 
Sund, 1 date the 8th, of January, 14613 Y 


8 for 


5 ö AxrIopITIES "os. - | 
por till the fab, of the 23 of Henry VIII. it was 
lauful to convey lands and herediraments to the 
uſe of ſuch guilds, being no corporations eſta- 
bliſhed by law, as alſo to the uſe of one or more 
prieſts to officiate for them. And amongſt 
other regulations made by Sir Thomas Fulfhur) 


and the great inqueſt of the town, it was or- 
dained that the freeholders with the wardens of 
the church ſhould fee that the guild-prieſts do 
obferve and keep all ſuch ordinances as are ex- 
preſſed in a book containing the faid rules, and 
ſlealed with the company's ſeal, dated the 10th. 
" day of Auguſt, in the 12 of Henry VIII. In the 
1 gaforeſaid ordinances: there is mention made of 
. the bailiff, who Was. the ſupreme officer of the 
town, in reputation, and had the like reſpect 
him that was uſually given to bailiffs of 
legal corporations; he was annually choſen at 

the court -leet after Mirhaeimas, with the con- 
ſent of the Lord of the leet, and while he had 
ble Lord's conſent and countenance he was a 
aſeful officer to the town; but, upon ſome diſ- 
hleaſure taken by the Lord Cholmondeley, his 

; election was ſuſpended and never ſince renewed z 
| - ' fince that time the burden has lain the heavier 
upon the couſtables, who were always next. in 
EE: reputation, and in point of power ſuperior. It 
VV, however, ſome alleviation of the burthen of 
E  _ a offce (which would otherwiſe be much 


— 


heavier than! it 601 chat the other fits; parcel of 
the barony have their ſeveral conſtables peine 
ed to act 1 in them. 


The next in le, Wanda ein Lailuſe; were 
fü the rulers of walling, theſe: were an- 


: nually elected by t the; jury out of the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial occupiers of walling, Who were the 


guardians of the ſalt ſprings and intruſted to ſet 
the price of ſalt, and to limit the times of mak- 


ing thereof juſtly and indifferently, according to 
the known cuſtoms which they were ſworn to 
| keep and uphold. Moreover, to order an equal 
diviſion of the brine to the ſeveral owners of 
the Wich-Houſes; rooms for ſtowage of wood were 
provided even to an inch; they were to have a 
continual care and circumſpection leſt their pits 


ſhould be deprived of any old rites or duties, or 
that the ſalt ſprings ſhould receive mixture or 


; prejudice from freſh ſprings, or other nuifances; 
; all which and more 1s included] in the term walling. 


The next in order are the Heath -keepers ; 


whoſe office it is, to look carefully to the com- 
mon belonging to the town, called now by the 
name of Beam-Heath, anciently the Creach ; not 
only to ſecure it from treſpaſſes and uſurpations 


of for eigners and ſtrangers, but alſo to on 
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half made and provided. AE. II Me 


[ 

| 

=: : „ 4 #'% w_— 
| £ 


＋ 


e are the 


The next to them in ©: 
logker „ whoſe buſineſs is to Takes markets, 
and examine the weights and meaſures Which 
: are uſed in hyyi ing and ſelling. to take 
. anddeftroy a all unwholefome meat from the butch- 
1 TT venders of filb, and other vaſound. pro- 
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| | viſions, It is ſuppoſe alſo, that there Was 2 
| | Clerk ofthe market to ſuperiate 

| - and to orc er and affix the price of vial 9. 
Altfter them follow the Ale-taſters, whoſe office 
1 e extends to the aſſizing of bread and drink. 


= The Hre- ſholers follow next, whofe buſine: 

= 5. ro view and preſent all defective chimnies, | 
. And to preyent, as much as in them hes, all ca- 
daualties that may happen Walen oyn 
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YE Irͤqðꝗgs laſt in grger are the EE, 
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| Sfficers are to make up theie accompts, and to 
gie in their preſentments to the ef: 1 
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The frecholders and inhabitants of Nun! coc / 
enjoy one peculiar advantage, which is an ex- 
emptioa from ſer ving upon juries out of the Hh 
town, or Mist with ſeangers.” Their right to 
which envied privilege e being called in queſtion 
in tlre teigu of Edward III. was then proved 
ee have been enjoyed by. the inhabitants, fime 
umnemorial and confirmed. * was again attack- 
ed in Queen Erzabttls' reign; and again con- 
firmed;, ſe ordered chem an che tipification of 
the deeds and records relative to this conteſted 
vilege and that Sir John Thrortmorton, Kat. ſhould 
ſign them. Fhis was in the tenth year of her reigu. 
Now. the inhabitants, in order to ſtrengthen 
their right and to e the authenticity of 
the deeds and records removed them into wh” 
office of exchequet in Cheſter, by writ of certio- 
+ari, They have alfo obtained the ſignature of 
alk or moſt of the fucceeding Chief Juſtices, and 
by the preſent one the Hon. John Morton. This 
was done, in order fnally to determine all diſ- 
putes relative thereto: R otwithſtanding which, 
they were thrextetfed with a freſh attack no 
longer” ſince thaw the. year 1762, which how- 
ever, Was not carried into execution. | "Tis 

range that” people pretending to all the com 
s e 5 — © 
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mon rights of liberty ſhould be ſo prompt to 


invade the eſtabliſhed. cuſtoms: and privileges of 
their neighbours. Few corporations in the king- 


dom, can ſhew ſtronger titles to their reſpective 
privileges (not even the Univerſities themſelves) 
than ours: however, it ſerxed to raiſe ſo laud- 
f able and determined a ſpirit in the freeholders, 
i evinced the firmeſt reſolution, to defend their 
 threatned. privilege as will always reflect the 
bigheſt honour upon them: Near fixty of the 


ptincipal freeholders and inhabitants ſabſcribing 
their names, as unanimouſly, reſolved to «A 


no eapeges in Ae their common right. 


* . 5 
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+ From, the, . account of che town, I pro- 5 
jos to the public eee firſt, as che 
e ihe church. N 


2 1 7 'F: 


＋ bis ancient and venerable 8 dedicated 1 to 
8 Macy, or as ſome ſay, to St. Mary and St. 
Michael ; and others to St. Thomas ; miſtakenly 
vithout doubt, becauſe not called in any ancient 
records but only by the name of St. Mary. This 
church is by. ſome conjectured, to be a Norman | 
erection, yet it is moſt probable it is of older 
date. For by all the general marks from which 
a ſkilful. antiquarian would form, his judgment, 
it ſhould. be of Daniſb conſtruction; namely, it's 
oanguler tower, in the middle juncture of the 
5 | croſs, 


7 * w 
8 33 


= muſt. he: more ancient but ift ar 


was probably built in the time of one of the 
three Daniſh Monarchs who. reigned before the 


* 
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croſs, it's low. doors, and lofty: windows; with 
ſome other particulars-. There are indeed ſome 
marks, eſpecially the form of ſome of the arches 
| of the windows being ſo acute, which would in- 


ſuppoſe it a Saxan-edifice and then 


reſtoration of the Saxon. Line in the perſon of 
Edward the Confelſſor. It is therefore, no vague 


conjecture to ſuppoſe this church was built by 
Canute the Dane, ſurnamed the Great, from 
whom che town of Knut ford, or Canute's ford in 
this county received it's name, who mounted 
the Engliſh Throne upon the deceaſe of Edmund 
| Tronfide in 10% and who, to coneiliate the af. 
fections of the Engliſb, built them many churches. 


It may reaſonably be preſumed that if its erec- 


tion had been the work of any of our Norman 
Eings or great Lords, ſo connected as'thofe peo- 
ple were with this county, from their firſt in- 
flux into this Kingdom we ſhould ſcarce have 
failed of aſcertaining the date of it's erection, 
with ſome degree of preciſion; and I apprehend 
thoſe who incline to believe it was founded 


by William de Malbun are miſtaken, becauſe 


they acknowledge dt the ſame time that Nant- 
wich had a church before the Norman conqueſt, 
and this is quite in the Daniſb ſtile. Probably 
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he 
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| ie mighu be the founder or te- ediſier of tho 
el, a work - not unworthy his 
munificeflt ſpirit. This ſabrick (the x 
of ſtrudture ſpeaks the founder to be a 
perſon of 30 ordinaty quality; 
55 is a ſtately erectiom, attracts the 


GY 


„„  _— travellers; and engages the veneration 


. 


al-who'beboldit, is built in che form of 4 
eos not unſice, and little inferior to 
by Fhe chancel! cannot be equalled * 8 
* pafiſh church in the county, having a choir _ 
of cas and coltes - 
is of ſtone exquiſite. | 
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bargus zeal of choſe furious reformers of monar- 


chy, and the church remains to this day an orna- 


ment to this truly venerable pile. The altar - 


piece 18.2 work of handſome modern architecture 
executed by chat ingenious architect Me. William 


Toxall of this town, lately deceaſed, on the 
South fide of which are four feats, or rather 


niches. in the wall, each riſing about. a hand's 
| breadth. higher than the others, which (in the 
opinion of a learned and inquiſitive gentleman of 
this town, and ſkilful in his reſearches into what 


relates to the antiquities thereof) had a refer- 
ence to the four ancient patriarchal ow of 
Jeruſalem, Antioch, Rome and Alexandria - 


and probably were defigned to receive the eff | 
gies of each reſpedive patriarch. On the North 
fide of che chancel is the veſtry, which after a 
long time lying neglected, was put into decent 
repair, the mutability of time, however, has 
occaſioned it to b be again neglected and diſuſed 3 
at preſent the parochial buſineſs commonly a 


acted at veſtry-mectings i 18 done at the North end 


of the broad lle. N ; 
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Tha lata pious and. ingenious Dr. C: 
Brooke, Dean of Cheſter and Rector of Nantwich, 


mY 


bs interred within the rails of the altar. 5 He was. 


„. 94 


an excellent preacher, 7 and a moſt amiable man! 


 Ecompied by ths uncereſt eſteem and ts higheſt 
F Ne reſpeR | 
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reſpe& for his memory; 1 beg leave to intro- 


duce an Elegy written at che time of his de- | 
: ceaſe. | 


An 1 Llegy on the Death of Dr. Bite Reftor 


of Nantivich and Dean of Cheſter. | 


BH! "why recall'd to > ſing clegiac rains ? 
The muſe long ſilent, mournfully complains; "i 
What dire occaſion ! what diſaſtrous woe! ' 
Demands the grief, and bi ds our tears to flow ? © 
Why all this ſorrow, | this ſad ſolemn ſcene! 
Alas! hath Heav'n thought fit to take the Dean? 
| Yes, Heav'n all gracious tho” it kill, or ſave, 
At length hath call' d him to the peaceful grave: 2 
Severe, not always in that awful doom, 
That brings frail mortals to the ſilent tomb; 


The ſtroke of death, the wrath of Heav'n not meant, 5 


And Man 8 nn oft in e n, ie 


'Ye once 1 a objegs of his tend reſt care, 8 

. Your piercing ſorrows for his loſs forbear ; . 2 | Þ . 

Snatch'd from a life of trouble, and of pain 8 8 by 
| Your loſs in him, is his immortal gain; | 
But tho to duſt reduc'd his mortal frame, 

To after-ages ſhall ſurvive, his fame; 

Virtue like his, the waſte of time defies 

Shall: mount W and wih in ae oy.” 


" 
a4} 


Come then 3 ye fav rites ol the UE oj nine 1 
Reſtrain this raſh, tho fond attempt of mine; 

Me far too weak, juſtly to chant his praiſe, | 

Oh! ſtop my feeble, but devoted lays; 5 


r 
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The Muſes flowers firew plenteous o'er his herſe, 
His worth demandsthe tributary verſe ; _ 

And as your numbers ſmoothly flow along, 
His bright e ſhall crown the fong. 


0 -Methinks I ſee him ner great, 
With form majeſtic fill the preacher's ſeat 
His voice, how charming! ſtill methinks I hear; 
Ever diſtin, harmonious, ſtrong, and clear: 
His manly looks our free applauſe beſpeaks, 
E're from his lips the flow of rhetoric breaks; 
VWMWich wrapt attention his whole audience hung, 
3 | þ vp While heavenly truths ſeem'd mended from his wngue;: 
such learned 4thens holy Paul beheld, 
$ While there the truths divine the Saint reveal'd). 
Exalted Preacher! with what nervous ſenſe, 
With more than Citeronian eloquence, | 
He charm'd our ears, and did our hearts engage, 
With ſoft Perſwaſion from the ſacred page, 
| Sublime his reaſoning, elegant his ſtile, - 
Polite his manners, affable his fülle: , 
His winning graces every heart ſubdu d. 
- Both alike _ learned and the dude 177 


5 "Or honour'd | 13 . ſhade, 3 
Accept this tribute to thy memory paid N 
Though far beneath thy moſt Ganeendene worth; 
To happier ſtrains perchance they may give birth, | 
Provoke ſome bard who higher flights can ſoar, 

To paint that virtue which theſe lays deplore. 7 
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On the South ſde of the Cha ange] is a Tomb 
erected to the memory of E fuiſterſon Eſq. 

a gentleman of an ancient family i in this town and 
his Lady, who was the daughter of Randolph Stan- 
ley Eſqr. of Alderley in this county. The effiges 
of both are cut upon the tomb, Win the follow. 
ing inſcription ont. | 


. „Within this fading comb: Kahed wei 
John Maitter fon and Margaret his Wyfe 
Whoſe Sohlsdo ret above the vaulted frees - 
In . with God tlie . | 


* 
* T 
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It appears by what e chat thisgentleman 
was of great ſerviee towards the re-edification of 
this town after the deſtruction, verafioned by the 
great fire which Happened in Prcetiber 1585, md 
conſumed boy Buildings, the da amage Wheteof 
vas computed at more than 30000 pounds, but 5 
 providentially only two lives were loſt. If this 
eſtimate with reſpect to the Buildings be true 
| this town muſt have been much larger than at 
preſent it is; ; and indeed fottic very uncle peo- 5 
ple inform us its bounds have extended ifito the 
5 Parat Aon ——The inſcription er 


This John fought means 5 
＋0 build this Nantwich t town 
When fyer, hir Face, had frett 
And burn d her doun.“ 


= Which 
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Which is alſo commemorated by an Eulogium 
in the ſame old verſe, fixed up in a frame near 


the atchievments of the family placed over the 


Tomb, he died 1386, and I find mention made of 
this gentleman in King's Vale Royal as a principal 
Agent in gathering che colections which were ſet 
Is on foot thro? che. kingdom, upon this melancholy | 
1 | occafion, which were greatly . countenanced and 


encauraged by Queen Elizabeth, who was molt 


- graciouſly pleaſed ro preſent the town with the ſum 
of 2000 pounds, and a grant of à conſiderable 
quantity of timber out of the royal foreſt of Der 


lamere. He was alſo one ot the commiſſioners in 
the truſts appointed by the ſaid Queen, for re: 


eee eee 


; wen ative in 15 affair alſo. 


= From the Chancel we proceed to the broad ile | 
= ( as it is called) which forms the ſhort part of the 
'© 1 | Croſs, of which the whole fabrick of the Church 
1 is compoſed, On the right band entring into 
5 _ which iS a moſt ſubſtantial Pulpit of ſtone, ſtill 
in good condition. Various have been the con- | 


jectures concerning it, as it ſeems to be too far 


detached from the body of the Church for com- 
mon uſe; however, before the preſent ringing . 
gallery ad loft were built, it probably might! have 
4 fred tor that purpoſe, which then proving incon- 
E 2 „ venient 
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venient (if not ſooner) the preſent one was made, 
which formerly was placed near the ſeat of Gf? 


Minſbull Eſqr; and the front of the ringing gallery 


but by order of Dr. Neal Arch-Biſhop of Tr, 
was removed to its preſent ſituation in 1633. At 


the north end of the croſs ile is our Lady's 
Chapel (which now or very lately retain'd the 


name of our Lady's Chancel) diſcovered from the 


adjoining part of the ile with a lofty arch. It 


appears not by whom this Chapel was founded, 
or what certain endowments it had, that it was 
poſſeſſed of ſome is evident by a deed made by 
the Wardens of the ſaid Chapel, unto RalphBrets, 
in the 47th, year of Edward IH. to which War- 
dens or Overſeers the care of it was committed. 
The South end of the croſs ile, being a third 
part ſhorter than it now is, to make it uniform, 
was enlarged about the time of Henry VII. with 
the remains of the town caſtle, The Lord Aud. 
ky being a conſiderable benefador to the work, 
as alſo a perſon of the name of Buckley, then & 


good note in the town as ſeems by their “ coats 


— ” * 2 


Buckley s coat is not now remianing, neither that 
mention'd by Camden to have been in this Church in 
which a Mitre was the bearing, with many others and = 
” much l in glaſs wy. in the Church. 
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in the ſouth window of the ſaid ile which is the 
faireſt window belonging to the church, and the 
next window to it on the Eaft ſide of the ile 
was Kingeley's coat, who in all probability was 
another benefactor to the ſaid enlargement, and 
whether it were upon that account, or becauſe 
his burial place was there) the South part of the 


croſs ile, was called Kingley's ile, and in ſomem 


of the windows in this part of the ile, are the 
arms yet remaining, of the worthy and ancient 
family of Mainwaring. The timber roof of this 
ile from end to end was made new ſince the 
ſaid enlargement. The gentry whoſe armor ies 
are painted upon the ſeveral raftors were bene 
factors to the building of the ſaid roof. The 

ſame may be ſaid of the roof of the body of the 
church, the armories of many gentlemen being 

painted on theſe raftors likewiſe, i in commemo- 
ration of their reſpective benefactors. In that 

ſpacious window at the South end of the croſs, 


2 err * 
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10 2 The won family name Foncher, (Earl of Calle . 


Haven in Ireland) this family receiv'd their honours and 
large poſſeſſions from the Audley's or Aldilley' s as it was 
ſometimes formerly written, a family very early. ennobled 2 
by a marriage with Joan eldeſt ſiſter to Nicholas the lat 
Lord Audley of that naine who died about the latter end . 
of Richard II. or the W e eee 
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arms in fine condition. being firſt 'and fourth 


ruby, a fret, topaz ; 
a'thevron, ruby. 


ſecond and third ermine, 
It is much to be regretted that 


no precaution has been taken to preſerve it. by 


ſome wire - worlc on the outſide às hath been 
done by that belonging to Mr. Wilbraham and 


ſome others. la this part of the ile are ſeveral 


monuments remaining belonging to the family of 
Wilbrahem of Trins End, one of Thomas Wet- 


ten bail, Eſq. and another of Mr. Davenport, Son 
of Sir Hugh Davenport, but none of them magni- 


Keent:: and here is che tomb of Sir Dauid Grad- 


dard, Knt. here is no inſcription at preſent upon 


it, though probably chere might have been at 


che time of it's erection, but the whole tomb is 
much mutilated aud defaced ſo that che arms be- 


loaging 10 che family are not diſcoyerable, yet, 


the ſhape, of the eſcutcheons remain, The fa- 


mily arms, as. noticed by King are Agent, n a 


cleurun, azure, three gaibs Or. When be died 


in at nom koown, but he was living about the 
year 2378, as appears by the grant. of ten ſhops 


— 


- 


made unto him by one William Wi. 
ton is bnilt of common ſtone; the effigies of 
Sir Dovid i of alabaſter eee 2 
form, his head reſts upon a hub. pgs ſe- 


jant 


d._ 3 


labor, 


a this 


FOOD 
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her laſt will, 
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| ſtanees, according to the doctrine of heralds, he 
ſhouid have fallen in battle on that fide which 
was vanquiſhed. In the North corner of this 
ile near to the veſtry- table is affixed a manu- 
mental picture of Mr. Thomas Church, and of 
Ann his wife of the Mamnwaring family, put up 
Anno Domini 1634. The expreſſion has by ſome 
conniſſieurs been deemed to be waſterly and the 


& 4 2 


colouring fie, but much injured by one who 
undertook to refreſh and clean it ſome few years 
ago. We now enter the body of the chure : 
Upon the North wall near the entrauce from 
the broad ile is a ſmall monument erected 
 Gofry Mi Stole Eſqr. to che memory 
bis anceſtors,' and: near the pulpit. on. the ſame 
fide” ia another erected ; 
nt. (which. Elizabeth was 
Aker to Thomas Wilbraham, Eſq, the elder) to 
the memory of her ſaid 
tic pulpit as it note ſtands is the durial-place 

belonging to the family of Clzttar, which, here- 
 tofore went by the name of St. 
and in this 
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called St Ma- 
4 aan nn bearing the. Lame name hath 
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dwelt in wha; Welch-Row, in the * Porch-Houſe: 
adjoining Fulſpurſt. Lane, which Houſe was ſome- 
time the inheritance. of Henry Wettenball en 7 
fold, in, the time of Edward IV. . 


TE | 


be arms of this gentleman were in "the 


* 


window, next, © and oppoſite to the ſaid chapel 
of St. Gorge, and denoted his interment in the 


faid chapel. It is faid, there was another chapel 


on the other fide of the church, directiy oppo- 
fre | to this, but not Known by what name it was 


called, nor to whom it belonged, probably Sr. 


Mi chaePs for that great antiquary, Brown Willis 
fays the Chiireh'irfelf was dedicated to S. Mary 
and St. Michiel, but he is certainly miſtaken be- 
càuſe it is not called by any other name than 87. 
Mary i in ar deeds or records; ; and miſtakes of 
this ſort have ſometimes ariſen by calling Churches 
theinſelves after ſome particular Chapels contain. 
ed in them, we have noted before that there 


was another Chapel in the broad ile called St; 


Mary's, and here Lcannot help thinking that from 


chis very circumſtance of there being a Chapel 
. at Nantwich, within the, Church 
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rig Vion th tus chte are now ereRed e — Stables 
"of Me. Henry Tomkinſon. 


ſprung 
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ſprung that miſtaken opinion that our Church 
eee a Chapel of Eaſe t to that of Acton. 


On the othet de of the pillar is erected a 
{mall monument to the memory of Margaret and 
= Etlzabeth Wright, daughters and coheirs of Ri- 
EF 3 chard Se Gent. | 


on the South ſide of the body of the Church 
entering into the croſs ile was * a monument 
| ſet up by the Right Worſhipful Sir Randle Crewe, 
Hat. late Led Chief Juſtice of England, to the 
** happy memory of John Crewe, Gent. father of 
the ſaid Sir Randle and of Sir Thomas Crewe, 
Knr. Serjeant-at-law to King James 1. wheh Sir 
Thomas out of his affectionate reſpect to the place 
ok his birth, gave the inheritance of ſome fee · 
farm rents in Buglawton, amounting to 281, per 
annum at that time, to the poor in the Hoſpital- 
Street in Namptwich, which is now increaſed by 
ſeveral augmentations. On a window on the 
South-ſide the body of the Church, ſtill remain 
the arms of the Eardfwick family, formerly of 
Pn? note in a this neighbourhood, bur removed 


: * . * * 


This monument upon the erection of the South gal- 


lery was taken down: The remains of it are in the old 
reſp. | 
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from eſe; parts to Sanden in Staffirdfbire : 1 hey . 
are, Or, on a chevron gules 5 bezants ; wich a 
ſcrol on the eſcutcheon, with the words Richard 
Eardfwick, Margaret, 1338, being the earlieſt 
date extant in the church. This Mr. Lardfwick 
was a gentleman of great and ancient extraction, 
being deſcended in a direct male line from Hugo 
de Vernon, the firſt Baron of Shiphrooke ; and the 
ſaid Margaret his wife, from William de Malbenge, 
the firſt Baron of Nantwich, being the only child. 
of Sir James Stafford, whoſe mother Adila, was 
the only daughter of William, the grandſon of 


Milliam de Malbenge, Baron of Nantwich, 


: | The body of this ſpacious Church is almoſt 


a ſquare, having galleries on all ſides ; thoſe on 


the North and South are modern erections, the 


ſeats of which are handſome, commodious and 


uniform, eſpecially the front ones of both are. 


large and roomy, and lined with green cloth. 


The roof covered ourwardly with lead, and cu- 


rivuſly conſtructed of wood within, i is ſupported 
T by 12 large pillars branching out into ſpacious 


and noble arches, which are ſtrengrhened by 
ſmaller ones, abutting from the main wall and 
Joining to the larger. Ou the front of the Weſt 
gallery which was built in 1626, are painted on 
The * 15 ancient coats of arms, the 7 firſt 


- fs 3 | belong 
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EF | belong to che Earls of Cheſter, who govern ed 
E | "Cheſhire with little leſs than kingly aurhoricy for 
3 the ſpace of 147 years, from William the Con- 
E 5 | -queror to Henry III. The other 8 coats, are thoſe. 
1 of the great Barons created by the faid Earls. 


| | The Ears are 
iI. . Hugh Lupus, 4 
C 7: 4 Revard- buy ſos. 
4 0 68. Randolph de Bohun, his nephew. 
| uo Randolph de Vernon. . 
= _ 5. Hugh Bohun; alias Riviliac (from + a place 
\ in! Wales ſo called) where he was born. 
6. Randulph de Blundeville. 
I. John Scot, who having no male-iſſue, the 
> eldeſt ſons of the Kings of England have ever 
ſince aſſumed the tirle of Earls of "ON" 


The . 46x 6: are 


1. Meder Baron of Mont halt or Hacharden; * 
Steward or Seneſchal of Cheſter; who dying 
without will, left Iſabel, Queen of England, and 
, John. of Eltham, Earl of Cornwall, his heirs. 
2. Nigel or Niel, Baron of Halten; Conſtable 
and Marſhal of Cheſter ; whoſe poſſeſſions came 
in time to the Lacies Earls of Lincoln, and at laſt | 
by a marriage with Blanch, x Og: of that 
| houſe to the famous Jobn of Gaunt. 


3: :- "1 William 
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* William de Malbanl, Aha of Nankinich, 
whoſe nephew's daughter conveyed the inhe- 
Firance to the Vernons and Baſets. 


4. Richard Vernon, Baron of Shiphrovke ; whit 
| inheritarce by failure of iſſue-· male, came to the 
Wi i hrahams, S taffords, and Littleburies. 
5. Robert, or David Fitzhugh, Baron of Mal- 
3 pas; ; from whom the noble family of Egerton is 
derived. Ss 
6. Hamon * Maſſie it, Baron of Dunham-Maſſie ; ; 
whoſe poſſeſſions deſcended to the Phittons ; one 
branch of the Venableſes, and to the fawily of a 
Booth, Earl of Warrington ; and by the heireſs 
of that houſe, to. the family c of Grey Earl of 
Stamford. es 3 | 
7. Gilbert abi Baron of W 3 5 
heirs-male have continued in direct line to this 
day, in the perſon of e Venables Vernon, 


Lord Vernon of Sudbury. 
8. Robert Fitz-norman, Ds Stockport ; ; from 


whom and the Earls of Waryren-Surry, the pre- 
ent Sir George 8 hey rs of the m 
neally defcomleg. 


4 * 


| Theſe dns inde thils free courts * all 1 
pan plaints, except thoſe pleas which belonged 
to the Earl's ſword; and were bound in the times 
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of war in e to ſind for every Knight s fee, 
ene horſe with capariſon and furniture (or two. 
Be 1 without) in the diviſions of Cheſbir 4 allo thar | 
= their knights and freeholders ſhould have corſe - 
= lets aud habergeons to defend the lands with 
their own bodies, as the county often ſuffered | 
greatly from the excurſions of the Welch + Once 
in particular, when Ranulph de Vernon the 4th 
Earl was a captive in the caſtle of Lincoln, taking 
advantage of that brave mans misfortune, they 
made dreadful ravages over all the adjacent 
parts, but at length ſuffered à total defeat at 
ww Nantwich. Over the porch on the South-lide of 
ble Church is a ſquare room, wherein formerly 
ſtood à cheſt with 3 locks, for the ſafe-keeping 
of the records and evidences concerning the 
Church, which was removed into the veſtry; 
which cheſt, or the room over the porch were it 
ſtood, was ſuppoſed to be the Treaſury of: our 
Lady mentioned in the ſchedule of uſes annext 
to the feoffment, made by one Randle Dytes for 
_ the maintenance of an obiit, But ſome pro- 
phane and ſacrilegious hand hath: robbed the 
Church of her treaſure and her records; for 
Want of which, we know ſo little of her antiqui · 
ties. This room is now ſet apart for à library 
for the uſe of the neighbouring clergy, and fur - 
wo * hooks in Oey" The dimenſions 
„ of 
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of this Church will ſufficiently. ſpeak its mags 
nificence, being from the Weſt door few the 
Chancel end 185 feet 2 inches, the breadth to 
form the croſs 98 feet 2 inches, the body of the 
Church 73 feet 6 inches long. and 37 feet 
broad, the broad ile 98 feet 2 inches long, the 
breadth 28 feet 2 inches, the Chancel 51 feet 
long and 24 feet 10 inches wide, the height of the 
Steeple 100 feet and ſomething more; the whole 
fabrick is covered with lead( except the veſtry) and 
embattled all about; the battlements and buttreſſes 
garniſhed with lofty pinnacles, and (to the praiſe 
of the archite& be it ſpoken) no clefts or rents 
to be diſcerned throughout the whole fabrick, 
although it ſtands upon ſprings. In a word, all 
that can be wiſhed is, that the feunder, whoever 
he was, had eudowed it with maintenance anſwer- 
able to the ſtructure, and that the records had 
been more carefully kept, whereby it might ap- 
- pear; when, and by whom this magnificent ſtruc- 


ture was built. It is a ſmall re&ory, containing 


in its parochial bound, the four rural townſhips 
of Millaſton, which townſhips contain ſcarce more 
than 30 houſes. The living excluſive of the 
voluntary contributions of the inhabitants (which 


is a very diſagreeable mode of augmentation) is 


not conſideradle, part of the tithes being in lay 
a 1 wu 
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hands; his, in ſome meaſure; may be accounted! 


for from the following cireumſtance. In the 
year 1133, Hugh de Malbank appropriated both 
Acton and Nantwich Church (or Chapel as he is 


pleaſed to call it) to his newly erected Abby of 


Combermere. Both Churches became thereby. 
ſtript of a conſiderable. portion of their reve· 
nues, and ever after our Church was ſupplied N 
with a Curate appointed by the Abbot, with 


ſuch a ſtipend as he was pleaſed to allow. Upon 


the outward Weſt-end of this Church, is a dial 
of a ſingular conſtruQion : its form is orbicular, 


and within the orb at the top is a ſun, ray onant 


(as the heralds term it) from which depends a 
label with this inſcription : Solem quis dicere fal. 


” fum audeat. And in the border round the top, 
another, to wit, « DoMlno pro paCe popVIo 5Vo 


parta. The letters which overtop the reſt are 


meant to denote the date of its erection, and i is 
the manner in which the wit of thoſe days was 


frequently diſplay d; for being numerals, when 


added together, they produce 1661, The words 
then, Pace populo ſuo parta, have undoubtedly a 


mine to > the: Reſtoration of Charles II. who 
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being planted with trees and having ſeveral good 
buildings around it, hath much the appearance 
_ of a ſpacious ſquare: The Recter's houſe is a 
genteel brick fabrick built by Dr. Broke, Dean 
of Cheſter, and Rector of Nantwich, towards 
which (in confideration of his great merit, and 
the affeGionate regard borne him) his pariſhion- 
ers largely contributed. Entering the Church 


from che Charch- yard, we now deſcend, though 


it is certain our anceſtors aſcended ſome ſteps in- 
ro it: and in digging graves, pavements and 
: grave-ſtones have been diſcovered at the depth 
- two yards or more. Though the Church- 


yard is a very large one, and ſeemingly ſafficienr 


for the interment of all the dead, yet that il- 
Taudable cuſtom prevails here, of burying with- 
in the Church; but theſe graves are not very 
<bgible « ones, far ſcarce are wy 80% 2 foot be- 


« — ” 


bebe Lyroored to-ather artery it way be. | 
Proper now 30 diſenſs the queſtion, Whether the 


Church of Nantmich was ever a Chapel of Eaſe 


to the Church of Afon ? I hold che negarive 
opinion. Firſt then let us ſee what conſtitutes 

anib- church, and if ours is wund to have 
VVV 
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always poſſeſſed the neceſſary requifites, we may 
confidently conelude Nantwich-Church was never 
a Chapel to that of Acton; this I ſhall endeavour 
to e, 


12 the orimntive Church of the Engliſh 3 
pariſhes were limited only in regard to the 
miniſtring Presbytery, who had their limits affign- 
ed them by the Biſhop; and not in regard to pa- 
rochial profits; ſor in thoſe times the whole 
1 profit of each dioceſe made a common treaſure 
d to be diſpoſed of by the Bi/hop and his Clergy; 
but afterwards, when devotion grew to a high- 
er pitch, divers laymen of the beſt quality 
built Churches, and endowed them with peculiar 
maintenance for the incumbent, who ſhould 
there reſide; which maintenance, with other 
eccleſiaſtick profits which came to the hands of 
every ſuch ſeveral incumbent, was by this means 
reſtrained from the common treaſury of the dio- 
ceſe, and annext to the particular Church ſo 
founded; and out of theſe lay-foundations chief- 
ly came thoſe kind of pariſhes which at this day 
re in every dioceſe. The firſt expreſs limitati- 
on of profits 10 be given to this or that Church, 
is in the laws of King Edgar Anno, 970, where 
chere! is a chreefold diviſion of Churches. The 


G | firſt 
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firſt is called Senior Feclefia, or the Mother 

| Church; the ſecond, a Church that had a place 
for burial; the third, a Church without a place 
for burial. Where it is ordained, that a man 
not having entered a Church of his own, ſhould 


pay his tithes to the next Mother Church where 


he heard God's ſervice. | And that the other a 


Churches might not be over impoveriſhed by 
thoſe of later foundation; the founders of 


Churches whereto the right of ſepulture was an- 


next, were to ſettle above a third part of their 


tithes upon their new built Churches. But 

theſe new erections in old pariſhes bred new di- 
viſions, and by connivance of the times became 
| Whole pariſhes, For the right of ſepulture was, 

- and regularly is a character of a Pariſh- church, 
or Eccleſia, as it is commonly diſtinguiſhed from 
Capella a Chapel. And a Quare impedit brought 
: for a Church, where the Deft pretended it to be 
: but a Chapel, the iſſue was not ſo much, whether 


it were Church or Chapel, as whether or no It 


had Baptiſterium and Sepulturam. For if it had 
the right of adminiſtration of ſacraments in it, 


and ſepulture alſo, then it differed not from a 


Pariſh- church. Thoſe other Churches, which | 


in Edgar's laws are ſpoken of, which had no 
. Places of burial, are : thoſe which at this day are 


called 
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called Chapels of Eaſe, built for oratories, but 
not diminiſhing any thing of the Mother Church- 
es profit. Thus ſpeaks the learned Se/den, from 
which I conceive it clear, chat Nantwich-Church 
which always poſſeſſed the diſtinguiſhing requi- 
ſites was a Principio a Pariſh-Church, and never 
A Chapel of Eaſe to that of Acton; I mean not 
however to ſay that Acton was not the older 
Church, it might be ſo, and till ſuch time as ours 
was built, no doubt acccording to che laws then 
eſtabliſhed, the inhabitants of Nantwich, and 
the neighbouring villages paid their tithes to 
it as beivg the next Mother Church, but after 
| Nantwich-Church was built (which was before 
Hugh Malbank built the Abby of Combermere, 
though in his grant be paſſerh it by the name of 
Capella) it is more than probable, the founder, 
according to the cuſtom of thoſe times, endowed 
the new built Church with ſome portion of the 
tithes that were formerly paid to the Church 
of Acton, viz. beſides the tithes of the town, 
; with thoſe of Alvandeſton, Willaſton, Moolſton- 
$3 Mood and Leighton, which lay near and conveni- 
5 1 ent to this new built Church, and furtheſt off 
from Acton, and ſo made it a Pariſh. Tis not 
Probable that a Church almoſt as large as a Ca- 
thedral, that had a Dean and fix Prieſts belong- 
= MS ing 


7 
r 
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ing to it, that had a right of ſepulture and the 
ſacraments, ſhould be a Chapel of Eaſe to ano- 
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ther, in whoſe juriſdiction or deanery that other 
lay. The deed made by Robert, fon of Nobert 
de Hextal, (long before Richard II. in whoſe 


time the "Abbot of Combermere pretended a title 
| thereto, as being a Chapel annext to Aon) 


proves its exerciſing the adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments by the grant of certain lands for the 


health of his ſoul, and the ſouls of his friends. 


Deo et beatae Mariae, et Ecclefiae beatae Mariae de 


Vico Malbano for the maintenance of a perpetual 
prieſt to ſay fervice i in the ſaid Church, the ſaid 
prieſt io be elected by him and his heirs, cum 
Cyncilio et Conſenſu totius Parochiae. And warrants 
the ſaid Lands, Deo et Altari beatae Mariae Eccle- 


frae prediftae. 7 hus its right of adminiſtring the | 


5 ſacraments appears | from the warranting theſe | 


lands to the Altar, and the word Ecclefrae ſnews 


it to be a Church and not a Chapel, And chat it 


Had an undoubted right of ſepulture before the 


Abbot's claim, the 22d of Richard II. is proved 
as well by the monument of Sir David Crad- 


abel Nut. who lies buried in the croſs ile ; and 


| that it was poſſeſſed of this right before the foun- 
dation of Combermere, appears by the houſes 


and poſſeſſions of the diffolyed Abby, which are 


upon 
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upon the Church-Yard, a ſpacious ſpot of Rt” 
within the very heart of the Abbots Fee, but 


no part of it; I ſay my point is proved by theſe 


evidences ; as likwiſe by numerous other deeds 
ſtill extant but too many to be here 9 one 


will be fun eien for "Re purpoſe. J. 


A Tranſlation of a Deed. proving of APY 
Church to be a Pariſh- Church and not a . 


O our well 1 children! in 1 Chriſt as 


F: well as known. William Howe and | 


* Sybyll his wife, with all others whatſoever. 
We, William Ruddack and William Lynch, 


te Stewards of the Guilds or Fraternities of Wich- 


« Malbank, lawfully deputed ſend greeting, chat 
« by the prayers and ſuffrages of the Saints ye 
« may obtain cwzleſtial j Joys. _ Foraſmuch as out 


« of the goods beſtowed upon you, ye have mu- 


« nificently contributed to the maintenance of 
es the Guilds aforeſaid, and ſix Prieſts daily to 
« officiate in the Church of the Bleſſs d Mary, in 
« Wich-Malbank aſoreſaid, for their brethren 
= and ſiſters, alive and dead; we admit vou to 
1 40 che participation of all the maſſes which ia the 
. & ſaid Church ſhall be celebrated, and to all 
— L other works and ſullrages, which by our breth- 


ren 
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= ren are performed, by the tenour fr theſe 
6 preſents in life as well as death. Farther 
«granting, that after death, your fouls ſhall 


* be commended and offered by the prayers of 


« the Saints, Prieſts and Brethren, of the Guild 


c aforeſaid ; maſſes, exequies and prayers being 
performed for them as for other your breth- 


< ren deceaſed, is accuſtomed to be done. In 
ce witneſs whereof, the ſeal of our ſaid office is 
e hereunto aPinded. Dated he 8c day of 
1 N 14010 


That it was an ancient deanery i is proved 17 


a deed made by the ſaid Hextall, to which Ni- 
cholas Ademet then Dean was a witneſs ; and to 
corroborate which; an authentic copy of the 
laſt will of William Kettel of Burwardſley, which 
is atteſted to be proved before the Dean of 5 


Mich. Malbank, in the ſaid Church of Wich- Mal- 


Ban, on the 4th. of November, 1361, is pre- 
fer ved a among tlie papers of an ancient and wor- 
; thy family of this town. What Churches were 

within his juriſdiction may be found in a cata- 


Togue of the benefices in Cheſhire taken out of 


2 M. S. in St. ohn's Library in Cambridge, and 
"OM true, 


13 = Roe? in his Vale 1 
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dich. Church, yet any argument drawn from 
that circumſtance, to invalidate its title of a 


Church, muſt be feeble and ill- grounded, for, 
neither is there mention made, or notice taken 


of Baddeley or Minſbull, whoſe title of Parith- 


Churches was never diſputed ; nor is the paro- 
chial Chapel of Mrenbury in that catalogue: ſo 


that this proves nothing but the very remote an- 


tiquity of the M. S. or the defective intelligence 
of the author reſpecting chis point. It may be 
no improper queſtion to alk the abettors of that 
opinion, who hold this Church to have been a 


Chapel of Eaſe to Acton, When, and upon what 
account came it to be diſmembered? Tranſacti- 
ons of this kind are of known and public noto- 


riety ; and ſome lights of ſuch a buſineſs would 


7 undoubtedly have remained, had ſuch an event 
ever happened, If an affair of this ſort had 


been tranſacted in the time of the Normans, we 


| ſhould not now, I apprehend, be ignorant of it: 
their Charters, Grants, and other public Acts; 
| their founding of Churches, Abbies and Mo- 
naſteries, &c. are generally known and preſerv- 
ed: from whence we may conclude that Nant- 
wich was never a Chapel of Eaſe to the Church 
of Acton; though it hath been deemed fo by 
: ſome, upon account of that writ which the Abbot : 


of Combermere obtained from that weak Prince 
1 5 Richard ; 
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: Richard II. in the time of his diſtreſſes, whe he 


began to pay his court to the powerful Church- 


men in order to conciliate their affections, as ne 
Probable method towards reinſtating his diſor- 


dered affairs: for let it be remembered thar 


this writ bears date in the laſt year of that 
King's reign, whoſe ill government, eſpecially 
towards the latter end of it, much diſcontented 

| his ſubjects; and it is not to be wondered at, 


if to redeem their opinion, eſpecially the Church- 


men's, he condeſcended in ſo ſmall a matter, as 
about this time he had occaſion to uſe their pur- 
ſes to furniſh his expedition into Ireland, and 
bearing an eſpecial favour to his ſubjects of 
| Cheſhire, who generally compoſed his guard: 
upon which account, it is preſumed the Abbot, 
at ſo critical a juncture more eaſily obtained his 
defire: notwithſtanding which, he ſeems to have 
his doubts reſpecting the validity of his title, 
frequently ſpeaking in dubious language, calling 
it at one time a Church, at another, a Chapel. 


| Nantwich, hach felt at various times the ſe- 
verer diſpenfations of providence. The parti- 


cular inſtances whereof that are found recorded, 
are theſe, which follow. In the year 1438, it 

_ ſuffered greatly by fire, but much more deplo- 
rably-in the year 1583, which was in the 26th 
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of liz. a moſt dreadful one conſumed in one 


night all the dwellings from the river's fide to 
the other fide of the Church, but that, with che 
School-houſe, which is within the Church-yard, 
by the good providence of the Almighty, eſcap- 


ed the ravage of the devouring flames. It broke 


out on the roth day ot December, through the 
negligence of ſome indiſcreet perſons who were 


brewing in a place called the Wateriode, and - 
being careleſly left took hold of ſome. thatch; 
for though there are many good brick edifices 
in che town, yet the houſes are generally built 


of timber with thatcht roofs, and were indeed 
moſtly ſo at that time. The flames catching the 
thatch, or ſome, ſtraw, or ſuch light matter, 
: burſt forth to the roof of che houſe, and in a = 


ſhort ſpace of time (the wind being 8. W.) the 


flames were diſperſed-ſo furiouſly into the South 


part of the town, that in a ſhort ſpace a great 


part of that quarter and a conſiderable. part of 
the Eaſtſide were burnt down to the ground. 
Ihe fire began at ſix O clock in the evening and 
continued till ſix o'clock in the morning follow- 
ing; J having conſumed more than two hundred 


houſes, beſides brew-houſes, barns, ſtables and 


other buildings, in che whole about fix hundred, ; 
ee Which were ſeven. conkiderable nns, 
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namely, the Ship, the Cock, the Bell, the Crane, 
the Hart's-Eorn; the Swan and the Bear, 


be 2466 e ee whe 


had ſerved under the Earl Eſe in the expe- 


dition againſt Cadiz, brought the flux with them 
into England upon their return, which deſtroyed 
numbers of people. It particularly viſited Nant- 
wich, by means of one George Fallowes, a redu- 
ced ſoldier of that army, and a native of this 
town; (who communicated the diſorder to the 

inhabitants) by which himſelf and a conlidera- 

ble number of them were eut off. 


' Eight years after, a calamity much more af. 
| icing and. dreadful viſited this place. On the 


rath day of June 1604, rhe Plague broke our 


moſt violently, and continued till the ad day of 


Mareh following ; ; at which time, by the Al- 


mighty” s gracious interpoſition it ceafed, having 

in that ſpace of time deſtroyed betwixt four and 
_ fire hundred people. Ir Rill continued its rava- 
ges at Chefter (from which place it was firſt. 
brought here) and in moſt other parts of the 
county, for which reaſon Nantwich having the 
bleſſing of being ſooner freed from the infecti- 
on; the aſſtzes were held here, and the court 
of exchequer at the ſame time was removed to 
Tervin. 
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| Tarvin. When this plague raged ſo violently 


over all the kingdom, or in moſt parts of it, and 
which was brought from Oſtend and many other 


places of the Low-Countries, by ſoldiers returning 


from thence, and by the ſhips of war lying long 


at ſea, having infected various places but chiefly 


the city of London ; great numbers of the inha- 


bitants forſook it, and retired into the remoter 
ſhires: in their emigrations they were received 
(in ſome parts) indeed, with hoſpitality and 
kindneſs ; but in moſt places deſpitefully uſed, 
and reviled in a moſt unchriſtian manner, and 
every relief denyed them either for love or mo- 


ney, and their dreadful afflictions aggravated by 


being imputed to them as the juſt and immediate 


judgment of God inflicted upon them for their 
crying ſins. It was remarked upon this occafion, 


that thoſe places, who had humanely treated . 
and kindly entertained the miſerable wanderers 
the year beſore, when the plague firſt broke out 
in London, were leaſt of all viſited, or ſooneſt 
freed from this dreadful evil, when it ſpread 
itſelf into the country this year. May we not 
hope then as this place was ſooner releaſed from 
this mighty affliction than moſt others of the 
county, that the inhabitants largely partook of 
that compaſſionate and charitable diſpoſition 
which ever diſtinguiſhes the true chriſtian, and 
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in ſuch trying caſes, always indicates a firt 


truſt and confident reliance on the 88 of mer- 


cies. 


Having b been viſited with Ti Tre ih Peſtilence ; 3 
the Sword at laſt reacht it, when miſery and de- 
ſtruftion ſtalked through the: land in the unhap- 
py days of King Charles I. yet did it not ſuffer 
ſo much from this laſt diſpenſation of providence 
as in the former; notwithſtanding which, the 
exceſſive fatigue of body; the terrible anxiety 
of mind, and the continual dread of immediate 
deſtruction which apparently hovered over them 
when the town was beſieged by Lord Byror's ar- 
my in 1643, were no ſlight evils, but rendered 
them truly deplorable, while thoſe alarming cir- 
cumſtances laſted, But not to violate the rules 
of er other matters muſt be firſt treat- 
ed of. N * 
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Here then, it may be proper to ſpeak of the 
Salt-Works of this town, in their more ancient 
ſtate, and as they have been honoured with a 
Royal viſit in the perſon of King James I. The 
Welch of the North parts have always been, and 
{till are ſupplied with this uſeful, article of life 
frow hence. Their commerce however was not 


Away, of ch 0 l & Kinds: for they have fre- 
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quently infeſted. theſe parts, committing many 
dangerous acts of hoſtility, whenever they had 


power or opportunity. They called the town 
Hellath Wen, or the White-Pit; and Henry III. 


in order to diſtreſs them, cauſed theſe pits to be 
ſtopped up for ſometime. Theſe Salt-Works 


were formerly more numerous perhaps than 


in moſt places of England, ſupplying' all che ad- 


Jacent countries, all North- Wales; beſides large 


quantities exported to Ireland and other foreign 


parts: in the reign of Queen Elizabeth this 


town contained two hundred and fixteen Salt- 
Works of ſix Leads-walling each, which are now 


reduced to two Works of five large pans of 


wrought iron. This great diminution of trade 


is owing to various cauſes ; ſuch as the diſcovery 
of new Salt-ſprings in the adjacent places, at 
which Works have been erected. the ſuperior 
advantages ariſing from the navigations at North- 
wich, and Winsford near Middlewich: another 
_ cauſe may probably be aſſigned from the fre- 


quent deſtruction by fire in the Works of this 


town, fourteen of which in the memory of per- 
ſons lately living having been deſtroyed in one 
day, and it is well known that large tracts of now 
vacant ground upon both ſides che river in our 
grandfather's days were covered with numerous 
; ale Wette 5 andi in theſe Places large pieces of 
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timber with the viſible marks of fre upon them 
have been frequently dug up. The duty paid 


yearly. at theſe Works amounts to near five 
rhouſand pounds, and the whole diſtrict (in- 


Pr Works at Lawton and the ſmall one 
at Durtiuich) from eighteen to twenty thouſand | 


| pounds communibus annis, 


a 5 


A 


King James I. honoured this town 
with his royal preſence. He took up his reſi- 
_ dence at Town's-End, the houſe of Thomas: Wil- 
 braham, Eſq; whoſe ſon Sir Roger Wilbraham, 


to viſit rhe Salt-Works, with which he 


was highly pleaſed; where the whole proceſs 
the Brine into Salt was exhibited 
before him and explained to him; which after 
| having minutely examined, he rewarded the 
workmen in a princely manner. The next day 
he was pleafed to appoint a ſermon to be preach- 


_ of conve 


ed before him; which was performed by the 


and to which his Majeſty gave great attention, 
and was fo much affected and pleaſed that the 
immediately appointed him one of his 


* 
* 

. 

* 
- 


Chaplains 


It was in the month of Auguſt, 1617, that 


Knt. was afterwards Maſter of Requeſts to the 
ſaid Ring, and very eminent in his profeſſion, 
the law. King James, when here, had the 
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chaplains in ordinary. The ſame day an ora - 


tion was pronounced before him by one of the 


ſcholars of the Free · ſchool founded by Meſſrs. 
John and Thomas Thruſh, wook-yackers of the 


| city of London, and natives of Nantwich, with 


which alfo his Majefty was pleaſed to expreſs his 


latisfaction, as doing credit to the maſter Mr: 
Randal Kent, who had conducted this ſchool with 
great reputation to himſelf for the long ſpace of 
1 7 years or more. It is at preſent worthily P 


ſupplied by a gentleman of the name of kent, 


who fills his place with great utility 1 to the town 
and honour to himſelf. Here is alſo another 
ſchool, where forty poor boys. are cloathed and 


inſtructed in Engliſh and the older part in write 
ing, ſupported chieſly by the charitable appoint- 5 


ments of the family of Wilbraham of Town? S-End 


which cloathes the boys. Mr. Crewe of Crewe 


bath generouſly” augmented the ſalary. They 
are denominated. Blue-Caps, from a cap of Wools | 
en cloth of that colaur en they wear. 
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ing trades which: were heretofore. conſiderable 


in this town are now quite Og PR? 0 
22 n . £ oll 101 arne 


The river Wener, which riſes 3 the ſprigs 
abr Ridley, fix miles Weſt from this town, is 
here a conſiderable ſtream, and is navigable at 
Wins ord ten miles below this town for fats and 
barges of conſiderable burden; and after uniting 


* 1 "x 


with and receiving ſeveral other rivers and large 


110 14 


reams, as the Dane, the "Bolin n, the N. heelock, 
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he. Goit, the x oper; which ariſe principally i ig 
the foreſt of Nac cles eld; at Wintly-Weſton a lit- 
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ile below H bam. meeting with the Merſey; 
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Y 5 enlarged d by t 2 Treell and its ſtreams which 
runs by N 8 5 becomes Tuddenly a mile 


* 0 
5 F 1 5 


Biba! t there Yields up its name to the Merſey 
after a aſs of thirty-three 'miles, and runs 


into the Iriſh ſea ar Liverpool. aps ates acc 
+ Fully ſenſible of the benefits aceruing from 


x 4 


v mmerce, and in order more particularly to 
raiſe the decliuing trade in their ſtaple commo- 
dity, Salt, by becoming partakers of the com- 
mon advantages of navigation; an act of par- 
liament was obtained about forty years ago to 
lengthen the navigation of the river Fever from 
Winsford up to Nantwich; notwithſtanding which 


dhe execution of it has lain dormant to this day; 
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owing to the jealouſies and diſputes betwixt the 
inhabitants and the perſons employed to ſolicit 
the Act, who were deemed to have acted too 
partially in favor of themſelves; and precluding 
in a great meaſure the advantages the other ſub- 
ſcribers to the expence in obtaining the Act ought 
to have enjoyed. No doubt the town hath long 
and greatly ſuffered from this unfortunate cir- 
cumſtance; however it is to be hoped this diſad- 
vantage will in a little time be obviated by the 


new Canal now cutting between the city of Che 


ter and Nantwich, a branch whereof is to be 
extended to the town of Middlewich, by which 


town the Staffordſbire Canal hath a communicati- 
on with the port of Liverpool. 


- Before the Sj this lalt Act of Parliament 
fog the Canal, the intereſt of the repreſentative 
of the principal ſolicitor of the Act for making 
the Wever navigable from Winsford to Nantwich, 
was bought out with a conſiderable ſum. 


Enriched by the profits and gratefully ſenſible 
of the benefits aceruing ſrom the ſaline ſprings 
Which ſo copiouſly flow around Nantwich; every 
Aſcention · Day our pious anceſtors ſung a hymn of 
thankſgiving for the 5% ing of the Brine. Thar | 
ancien Salt- Pi called the old Biat, (ever held ; in 

ane © great 
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great veneration by the towns people, and if a 
Tradition not improbable may be credited was 

worked before the entrance of the Romans into 

Britain) was om that day bedecked and adorned 
with green boughs, flowers, and ribands, and 
the young people had muſic and danced around 
it, which cuſtom of dancing and adorning the 
Pit continued till 'a very few years ago. By 
means of the river Wever, upon which Water- 
Works are erected, the town is well ſupplied 
with that uſeful element; the ſprings are alſo nu- 
merous here; and the Street called the Welch-Row 

hath that continual rivulet flowing down it which 
arifes from the pools at Dorfold leis than one 

mile from hence, which ſeldom fails the inhabi- . 
tants in the drieft ſummers. 5 


$ 7 


1 come W to deſeribe the remarkable ſiege 
which Nantwich ſuſtained in the time of the 
e rebellion. | ets 


* 4 1 14 


ROM whatever cauſe it e it is cer- 
L tain this town was very catly engaged in the 
: rebellion againſt King Charles I. By what means 
is uncertain, Perhaps by che prevailing intereſt 
of Sir Willian Brereton, a bitter enemy to charch- 
government. He was one of the knights of the 
Hire, and at the head of the parliament forces. 
Peter 
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Peter Venables, Eſq; and George Boot h, Eſq: were 
EB alſo knights of the ſhire in the parliament holden 
1640—Before we proceed, let it juſt be obſery- 
ed, that this county affarded ſome of the name 
of Brereton, who were ſufferers for their loyalty. 
| Tn the catalogue of compounders for their eſtates, 
| we find William Lord Brereton paying one thou- 
= fand ſeven hundred and thirty-eight pounds, 
: i | eighteen ſhillings. And John Brereton of Brere- 
ton. Eſq; one hundred and fifty pounds. 


Io return. As this town was a garriſon of 
the greateſt ſtrength in the hands of the rebels, 
on this {ide Carliſle, except Mancheſter, it became 
an object of great importance to the King's af- 
fairs, and meaſures were concerted to reduce it 
to obedience. Accordingly the Lord Grandiſon 
a little before the battle of Edge-Hill, (which 
woas fought on the 23d of October 1642) march'd 
& with a good body of troops for this ſer vice, 
& which he effected by what the military now term 
a Coup de Main. When the Royaliſts became 
poſſeſſed. of it, they plundered it and the adja- 
cent parts of the country, and proceeded ſo far 
in their ſeverities as to hang ſeveral people up- 
on trifling occaſions; however the Kang's affairs 
compelling him to recall his out- parties in order 
to ſtrengthen the grand army, theſe troops quit- 
7 oY WO oY ” ud 


„ Annes e 


ted Nantwich, and marched to join the King at 
Edge-Hill. In the mean time Sir William Brere- 
ton repoſſeſſed it for the parliament, and forti- 
fied it with mud-walls and ditches, in the beſt 
manner thoſe times of haſte and confuſion allow+ - 
ed, and loſt no time in victualling it; in which 
. ſervice the adjacent country people were very 
liberal and alert, in revenge for the impolitic 
and cruel treatment of the Royaliſs ; and being 
reinforced with the remains of thoſe troops, 
which were defeated by Lord Byron at Middle- 
och, and collecting ſome other ſcattered forces 
out of Stafford/bire and Derbyſhire ; reſolved to 
defend the town to the laſt extremity if it ſhould 
be again attacked; which accordingly happen- 
ed; for the King being victorious at Edge-Hill, 
and the ceſſation of arms in Ireland taking place; 
the Marquiſs of Ormond had ſometime before 
diſpatched a confiderable reinforcement of horſe 2 
and foot under Sir John (afterwards Lord) By- 
ron; an officer of great abilities who occupied 
the city of Cheſter which ſtood firm to the King. 
With theſe troops; a very formidable body of 
"veterans, inured to hardſhips and deſpiſing dan- 
gers, commanded by officers of great ſkill, con- 
rage and experience, and being alſo lately in- 
ſpirited by the reduction of ſeveral ſtrong places 
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in ch neighbourhood, ſuch as res * and 
| Beeſton Caſtles, the capital houſes of Crewe and 
Doddington, the Churches of Acton and Bartem- 
ley; theſe ſucceſſes, together with the recent 
defeat of the Parhament's forces near Midale- 


wich, determined Lord Byron to befiege the 


town in form, though in rhe depth of winter, 


and accordingly he ſat down before it in the 


firſt week in January, 1643, and Immediately 
ſent them me falewins ſummons. 


0 that Commanders, Soldiers and Inhabitants 


of the Town of Nantwich. 


HAT! it may appear to all the world, chat 
neither I, nor the army under my con- 


duct, deſire the 928 or ruin of any (as we have 
been 


oF” 5 . I» . Ly 


5 * Hawarden Caſtle was taken after a fortnight's 


ſie ge. Beeſton Caſtle ſurrendered immediately by the 


treachery of one of the guards and the cowardice of 
the governor, who was executed ſor it. Creawe-Houſe, 7 
not ſubmitting though twice ſummoned to ſurrender, 
was furiouſly aſſaulted, but the aſſailants were repulſed 
with conſiderable loſs ; but being at length in want of 
ammunition and deſpaire of relief, capitulated upon 

. quarter being given them for their ilves, Doddirgton- 


y ouſe ſubmitted on the fiſt en, without * a 
Ot. 
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been moſt falſely and maliciouſſy ſcandalized in 
that behalf) but that our chief aims and endea- 
yours are to reduce the people to their obedi- 
ence to his Majeſty and ſettle the country in 
peace without ſhedding of blood ; I have thought 
good, before I engage myſelf upon the town to 
let yon know. (1ſt) That I do in his Majeſty's 
name charge and command you to deliver up 
the faid'town of Namptwich, with all the arms, 
artillery, ammunition, and other things therein, 
into my hands, for his Majeſty's uſe ; and that 
all commanders, ſoldiers and others immediately 
lay down their arms and ſubmit to his Majeſty's 
mercy, (2) I promiſe pardon to ſuch as ſhall 
readily lay down their arms and ſubmit, and 
{hall give ſafe conduct to ſuch as ſhall defire to 
go to their houſes in the country, and will pro- 
tect both them and the inhabitants of the town 
in their perſons and eſtates, except ſuch, as his 
Mafeſty hath excepted. (3) If you refuſe theſe 
conditions, I ſhalt, by God's help, uſe other 
means for the recovery of his Majeſty's rights, 
and vindicating of his and the country's wrongs; 
whereby, if you and thoſe many good people 
who are forced to be among you ſhall periſh, 
both your own blood and theirs ſhall reſt upon 
your own heads. I am content to allow two 
hours for the return of an anſwer, and admit a 
; ceſſation 


e 


N 44 £ 7 © 1 
5 boys 5 FE; 
; © RY r 
"ab j 
| : 5 b 2 
F 1 9 P45 7 4 
&Y 750 5 
* Z 8 
1 5 
7 
5 8 
A 
, 
: 
- 


ceffation of arms til hin time be expired. If 
you ſend two men of quality, the one a ſoldier, 
and the other a town's man to treat with me; 
(or ſuch as I ſhall appoint) of che time, and 


manner of the render of the town, I will give 
| ſafe condud, and caution for. their ſafe return. 


1 Byron. 


To this a verbal ner was requracd pont 
ing that the town was kept for the U/e of the 


F 


King, (what hypocriſy!) and the Parliament; 
and by their ſpecial directions; and that they 
were reſolved to keep it againſt him and his 


forces, ſo long as God ſhould enable them. As 
ſoon as this anſwer was received the cannonad- 


ing the town began i in a furious manner, not on- 

ly with cold, but hot bullets night and day; 
5 yet ſo little executi on was done that only one 
man and one woman were killed, and a ſtack of 
| kids on the back of Mr. Wilbraham s houſe, 
burned]; although on the 17th of January they 
; fired a Indeed ſhot from one mount only againſt 


the town and. its works, Theſe vigorous mea- - 


ſures not producing the defired effect, Lord 


Byron was determined to ſtorm, the town; but 
before he ch. his reſolution into privice ſent 


Ts 
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To the Inhabitants and Commanders of the 
5 Town of Nantwich. | 


3 3 am certainly informed as well 
——Z by divers of the ſoldiers who are now my 
Wl FER | priſoners, as by ſeveral other creditable perſons, 
i 5 rhat you are not only in a deſperate condition, © 
i but that the late ſummons I ſent to the town 
| hath been ſurpreſſed and concealed from the 
inhabitants thereof; and they moſt groſsly abu. 
ſed, by being told that no mercy was intended 1 
to be ſhewed by this army to the town, but that 2 0 1 
both man, woman and child ſhould be put to 
the ſword: I have therefore thought fit once 
more to ſend unto you, chat the minds of the 
people with you may be diſpoſleſſed of that 
falſe and wicked ſlander which hath been caſt 
upon this army : and I do charge you (as you 
will anſwer Almighty God for the lives of thoſe . 
perſons who ſhall periſh by your perfidious deal- 
ings with them) that you impart and publiſh the 
| ſaid ſummons I ſent to the people with you, and 
that you yield up the rown of Namptwich into 
my hands ſor his Majeſty ys uſe, and ſubmit your- 
ſelves to his Majeſty's mercy which I am willing 
to offer unto you. Though I am confident that 
neither of yourſelves, nor by any aid that can 
come unto vou; there } is any poſſibility for you 
0 5 
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to eſcape the hands of this army. If you pleaſe 
to ſend two gentlemen of quality to me, the one a : 
Commander the other a Town's-Man, whereby 
you may receive better ſatisfaction, 1 ſhall give 
ſafe conduct and hoſtage for their return. * 9 


expect a preſent anſwer from you e 
nun., gas, Byron 


To which the following anſwer was return 9 


| E. hare received your laſt. Hogs: ih Y 
do return this anſwer ; that we never re- 


* 
14 


ported or cauſed to be reported that your Lord- 
| ſhip or the army, intended any ſuch cruelty, we 


thinking i it impoſſible for Gentlemen and Soldiers 
fo much to forget humanity: and if any have in- 


formed you otherwiſe, it is their own conceit, and 


no reality. Conceraing the publiſhing of your 


former ſummons, it was publickly read among the 


Soldiers and Town' s-Men as your Trumpeter can 
inform you, and ſince that time multitudes of co- 
pies] have been diſperſed amongſt | the Town's- 


Men and others, and from none hari it been con- 
cealed or detained. For the delivery of this 


town; We may not With our conſciences, credits, - 
or reputations, betray 1 that truſt repoſed | in us for 
the maintaining and defending this town as long 


bg enemy thall appear to offend 1 it. Though 
META * ve 


* 
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termed traytors and hypocrites, yet we 
hope and are confident, Gop will evidence and 
make known to the world in his due time (though 
for the preſent we ſhould ſuffer) our zeal for his 
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glory our unfeigned and unſpotted loyalty towards 
dis Majeſty and ſincerity in all our r moneys 


Thus for ſome time the patleying betwixt the 
aſſailants and the beſieged continued, and the fol- 
lowing paper was addreſſed to the garrifon dy 
Captain Sandford à very gallant officer who was 
flain at Wickfted's-Sconce on the town-fide upon = 
| his aſſault of that work about three days after. , 
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bl Nantwich, theſe, / 
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long led you into blind errors. Loath I am to und 


* 


O U R drum can inform you Afon-Church 5 16 
no more a priſon but now free for honeſt 
en to do their devotions therein; wherefore be 
perſwaded from your incredulity and reſolve. 
Go will not forſake his anointed, Let not your 
zeal in a bad cauſe dazzle your eyes any longer, 
but wipe away your vain conceits, that have too 


perſwading vou into ol 
errone ous opinions do moſt 


£ ö "y 


dertake the trouble 


To which hs added Gentlemen, | 
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violently oppoſe reaſon among you. But howeyer 
if you love your town accept of quarter: and if you 


regard your lives, work your ſafeties by yielding 
your town to Lord Byron for his Majeſty's uſe, 


You now fee my battery is fix'd, from whence 


fire ſhall eternally viſit you day and night to the = 


terror of your old and females, and conſumption 
of your thatcht houſes, Believe me gentlemen 


| I have laid by my former delays and am now reſol- 


ved to batter, burn and ſtorm you. Do not 
wonder th at I write unto you, having Officers a- 


dove me, *tis only to adviſe you becauſe I have 


ſome friends among you, for whoſe ſafety I wiſh | 


you to accept of my Lord Byron's conditions; 
he is graciqus and will charitably conſider of you: 
accept of theſe as a ſummons that you forthwith | 
ſurr ender the town and by that teſtimony of your 


fealty to his Majeſty you may obtain favor. My 
firelocks you know have done ſtrange feats both 


by day and night ; and hourly we will not fail of 


our private viſits to you, you have not as yet 


received mine alarms, wherefore expect ſndden- 
ly to hear from my battery and n be- 
bore the * 


T Bona, Sandford. 


Let theſe reſolve your 3 i 


5 aur Religion: I vow bs the faith of a Chriſtian 1 


0+ know 
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know not one Papiſt in our army; and as I am a 
gentleman, we are no riſß, but true born Eng- 
liſomen and real proteſtants born and bred: pray 
miſtake us not but receive us in your fair eſteem. 
I know we intend Loyalty to his Majeſty and will 
be no other than faithful in his ſervice. | This 
gentlemen beleive from yours 


Thomas 8 andford. 


This gentleman the 4 delt his death ſaid to 
one of the garriſon's drums * Sirrah behold the 
« meſſenger of death, Sandford and his firelocks, 
* who neither uſe to give, nor take quarter.“ 
And the following order Was found i in his pocket. 
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| Major Hammond with that Regiment avi his 
command and the firelocks with the {eng 
ladders. 7 


The Scheele and all the dragoons armed with 
| firelocks, or ſnaghances to fall on the firſt, ſo 
near unto the fall of the river as may be on the 
fr hand of the bulwark, to be ſeconded by 100 
a Nie Lite. #49} #74, muſke- 
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*This a army was called if fob the ſake of dilindion 5 
tho! there was not an Iriſh Man amongſt them, but where | 
ſome little time before ſent over from Ireland to the 
| King” s aſſiſtance by the Margquiſs of Ormond, upon the 
cefſation of arms taking place there, 
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muſketeers; then a body of pikes; then a reſerve: 
of 'muſketeers. Let the ſoldiers 18 80 as nn 
faggots as they can. 

. 17 1643. 1% | Richard Gil, 


| The field word, God and a __ Cauſe. 


The e now finding e | 

_ diſregarded formed the reſolution to attempt the 
| capture of the town by ſtorm; accordingly the 
beſiegers gave a general aſſault on the 18th, day 

of January from five different quarters at once a ” 

little before day break, on notice given to one a: 
N nother by a ſhot of one of their ordtnances, but 
j where ſo warmly received by the garriſon that 

=—_ they were repulſed at every attack with great 
laughter and compelled to draw off with the loſs 
of betwixt 3 and 400 men. Leaving dead at the 

Wall. Lane- End, Lieutenant Colonel Bolton, 1 captain 

and many officers and the prime of their ſoldiers | 
of the Red-Regiment; many were caſt into the ri- 

ver, and many others carried off dead and woun- 

ded. At Wickſted' s-Sconce (beſides captain Sand- 

ford mentioned before) was killed his lieutenant 

and ſeveral ſoldiers, with many more carried off 

dead and wounded. At Pillory-Street-End left 

dead, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 eaſigns, and 17 - 
common men of che Green-Regiment, and 60 ſlain 
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and wounded carried off. At the back of Mr. 
Manwaring's were killed 2 lieutenants and 13 
common men, beſides many dead and wounded 


carried off. At the Sconce near Lady Norton's 1 
captain was killed and 15 ſoldiers, beſides the 
dead and wounded conveyed away, and there was. 


taken priſoners by the Garriſon 18 officers and 


| ſoldiers mortally wounded. Yet, notwithſtand - 
ing the army ſuffered ſo greatly at this bloody at- 


rack they ſtill made good their Seige, determined 


if poſſible to maſter the town, but ſucceſs began 


now to forſake them, for this Siege N 
protracted ta a length which exhauſted the 


tience of the aſſailants and baffled all their at- 


tempts now dre w towards a criſis. Fairfax being 
victorious at Selby in Tork/bire led a good body of 


Horſe hitherwards, and calling at Mancheſter, 
| brought from thence and the neighbouring parts 


near 3000 foot which being joined by Sir Willi- 


an Brereton who had left the command of the gar- 
riſon to the next in rank, ſuppoſed to be the per- 


ſon who ſign'd George Booth to the anſwer to Lord 


Byron's ſecond ſummons, and collecting the ſcat · 
tered forces of Staffordſbire and Derbyſhire, and 
che fugitives from the fight of Midlemieh, his ar- 
my becoming conſiderable by theſe reinforce - 
ments determined him to attempt the relief of the 


OY Lord Byron had early intimation of his 
motions 
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motions, bur believing that his niet deſign was 
to. induce him to riſe from before the town and to 
retire without fighting him, and prickt on by the 
ſucceſs of his former exploits became too confi« 
dent and kept his poſts too long, which in the end 
proved fatal to him, Yet reſolutely waiting for 
ax a batlle became unavoidable, the conſe- 
quence whereof was a total defeat to the Rqaliſtu 
and the raiſing the Siege of the town. One 
principle thing which contributed to Lord Byron's 
defeat was, the inactivity of the horſe: occaſioned 
by the ſudden thaw which came on at this junc- 
ture; and being confined in deep Janes with great 
h hedges, were rendered incapable to 
ſuſtain or relieve the fuffering infantry; | His 
troops occupying both ſides of the river Wever 
the thaw ſo ſwelled it, that ic parted one body of 
his army from che other, which compelled him to 
fetch a compaſs of ; miles about, in order to ef · 
fect his junction with the ſeperated corps. The 
experienced Fairfax took advantage of this 
incident, and (aided by a timely fally from the 
town) charged and defeated that body before 
{ Byron could come to its relief, it was entire: 
ly broken and forced to take ſhelter in Acton: 
were ſoon compelled to fur» 
render. being 1500 foot with the cannon and 
carriages, befides number of offis 
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cers, amonſt whom was Colonel Monk afterwards 


the famous General and the happy inſtrument: of 


reſtoring King Charles II. Lord Byron with all the 


horſe and the reſt of the foot made good their 
retreat to Cheſter. I cannot quit the account of 


this memorable Siege, without taking notice of 


the great ſervice and activity of the Towns- Wo- 
men; headed by an heroine of the name of Brett 


Who defended the works with'the utmoſt brave- 
ry; and did great execution on the 18 ) of Janu- 
ary when tlie deſperate affault was given, by 


pouring hot brine upon the aſſailants, one of 
whom gaining the wall, too prematurely cry'd 


out the town 15 our bꝛon. In commemoration of 


the raiſing the Seige which happened upon St. 


Paul's Day 1643, upon every anniverſary of it, 


*fill of late the inhabitants wore ſprigs of Holly in 


their hats in token of victory, and the day itſelf 
upon that account was called the Holly-Holy-Day, 
ſome remains of theſe earthen fortifications are 

{till to be ſeen which coſt in conſtructing 3385 


pounds 8 ſhillings and ſeveri-pencea proof (it may 


be ſaid) of the cheapneſs of labour in thoſe days; 


I rather ; apprehend the town and adjacent parts 


baring been (as before was obſerved) eruelly and 


under Lord raue did voluntarily and largely 


impoliticly treated by Lord Grandiſon and dread- 
iag no doubt tlie ſame, or worſe, from the army 


2122 con- 
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tribute to the conſtruction of theſe Works, both 
in labour and 57 0 


From the defection of Nawnkch, in its . 
: giance to the unhappy Charles J. 4 town ever 
remarkably loyal to its princes, both before and 
ſince; we may learn how unfortunate Kings may 
ſometimes become, by entruſting their power 
and authority (conferred for good purpoſes) into 
the hands of cruel and tyrannic miniſters. This 
gave Sir William Brereton, a gentleman | then of 
great power in theſe parts, and a Presbyterian, 
the opportunity of taking the advantage of cir- 
cumſtances ſo favourable to his cauſe, and thereby 
too eaſily debauching the town from its wonted 
loyal principles: yet, ſo circumſtanced, the town, 
without all doubt, could not but look upon Lord 
Byron's defeat as a very ſignal deliverance, as 
they had every thing to dread had he ſucceeded, 
and ir was wonderful that he had not maſter'd 
the town before the arrival of Fairfax ** relief, | 
from the head conſiderations » J 


iſt, The man upon whom the eyes of the | 
_ garriſon were moſt faſtened, for his known ſuf- 
ficiencies; and from whom they had the largeſt 
expectation of direction and aao ent, Was 
nes priſoner a little before the ſiege. 


L | 2dly, 
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2dly, The beſiegers were men of great expe- 

: Tience, who had run through all ſorts of ſerviees, 
and were expert in all the policies of war. 

; 2dly, They , were men acquainted with the 
„ greateſt hardſhips, habituated to cold and want, 
4 and whatever a winter-ſiege could require. 

Ji Ahly, They were inſpirited by 1 their former 
ſucceſſes, which ſerved to. render them daring 
and deſperate; men of approved valour, on 
whom conqueſts and victory had hitherto. at- 

I | 

55 ihly, They were in view of a large plunder, 
and nothing but an earthen-work betwixt it and 
chem. 1 : 1 | 3 | 


'6thly, | Lord Byron 8 army was ſuperior in 
number 10 Fairfax” 8. toes 


7thly, They had a female-regiment, and theſe - 
were weaponed too ; and when theſe degenerate 
into cruelty, there are none more bloody. 
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And laſtly, What is very wonderful, chat this 

(ige ſhould be attended with ſo little bloodſhed 
to the beſieged, who loſt but four lives in the 
town, and but twenty in the figbt. 

. The 
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The following is Sir Thinks Tairfax? 8 Letter to 
the Earl of Mer, upon occaſion or this vie- 
e 1 | 


May it pleaſe your ls | 


'D ESIRE your pardon, that I have not given 
your Excellency an account before this, of 


. the great mercy Gop hath ſhewed us, in giving 
us a happy victory over the [rſh army, to the to- 
tal ruin of their foot, and purchaſe of their . 
chief commanders. Upon the 21ſt of January, 
1 marched from Mancheſter rowards Namptwich, 
to relieve that town, with 2 2,500 foot, and 28 
troops of horſe; the enemies forces were above 
3,000 foot, and 1,800 horſe. The firſt encoun- 
ter we had was with a party of theirs, upon the 
foreſt of Delamere, where abont 3o were taken 
priſoners; about ſix miles further, they main- 
| tained a paſſage 7 Bar- bridge F againſt us, with 
about 200 men. I cauſed ſome foot and dra- 
| Loons to be drawn out to force it, which, by 
Gob's afliſtance, they did in half an hour's 
ſpace, and there took a Major and ſome pri ſon- . 
ers. Having advanced ſome two miles further, 
we found a good body of them planted about 
= Adon-Church, a mile from Namptwich. We drew 
up within cannon ſhot, which ſometimes played 
upon us, but without hurt, Gop be thanked. 


L2 We 
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We there underſtood that 1 Lord Byron, 37 
had beſieged the town on both ſides the river, 
was prevented, by overflowing of the water, 
from joining that party at Acton- Church; but 
heard that he was taking a compaſs to get over 
the river to join with it, we refolved to fall upon 
that party at the Church, before he ſhould get 
up to it; but ſtaying to bring up our rear and 
carriages; we gave him time to obtain what he 
ſought for &. Then we reſolved to make Way \ with 
Pioneers, through the hedges, and then to march, 
to the town to relieve i it, and to add ſome more 
force to ourſelves, to enable, us the better to | 
fight with them; but being a little advanced on 
our march, they told me the enemy was cloſe 
upon the rear, 1o facing about two regiments, | 
being Colonel Holland's, and Colonel Booth's, 1 
marched not far before we came to be engaged 
with che greateſt party of their army, then the 
other party preſently after aſſaulted our front; 
there Sir Pilliam Brereton, and Colonel Aſhton, 
Us very good lervice, and ſo did Colonel Lam- + 
bert, | 


— 
— 


, $47 
7 N * 
4. 
105 
Eu 
118 : 
Ut; 
N. 
1 } 
: 
: 
THT. 
(4p 
» ! 
77 f 
RY t 
: \ 
100 £ 
03.6 
1 , 
q 
1 
F t 
4 
By 
: 
Ty 
i 1 
. 
1 9 
iN. 
a i 
a . 
f 118 
1 
7 . 
bi : : 
8! 
$ | 7 
Al ** 4 * 
1 
31 
1.497 
5 
11 i 
0 7 
Ne 
11 
a * 
11 f 
14h 
+; ” 
: $51 
* 19 
1 Ni! 
fd | 4 
1. Ne; 
: , 
1 
* tt 
$6910 
: [1 
We 
772 14 
tr ; 
v4 &v 
11 
4 
RW 
s 
1 1 N 
i 
1 . 
14 $8 
in 
eien ? 
47) . 
4 7 ” 
, 
1 4 
4 " 1 f 
Nai 
1 1 
1447 # 1 
2] . 
T0 4 
Kin 
Nang 
i 48 
4 0 
' 3:30 
> ; AY 
d £000 d 
in, 
141 $ 
it 5454 . 
” 
. 
1 
3 
117 
1987 » 
TEL HIST, 
$67 37 : 
F314: it 
z 1 
: 1 
a 


n 
— —— — — 
— — — 


2 
y - 
2 — 
2 
pong 


7 » 2 "i : OS 4 . ; | - . 
rr — — n 


l s "T3 YT IT? 8 


This account differs from Lord Clarendon, and 
others, who aſſert that Lord Byron's, army was attacked 


in its ſeparation, and to which che conſtant tradition of 
the town aſſents. | 
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bert, and Major Copley, with the horſe. They 
were once in great danger, but that they, being 
next the town, were aſſiſted with forces which 
came to their ſuccour in due time. We in the 
other wing were in as great diſtreſs, but that 
the horſe, commanded by Sir William Fairfax, 
did expoſe themſelves to great dangers to encou- 
rage the foot, though capable of little ſervice i in 
thoſe narrow lanes; yet it pleaſed God, after 
two hours fight, they were forced by both 
wings to retreat to the Church, where they were 
caught as in a trap. A liſt of what we took 1 
have here ſent your Excellency, &c. dec. 
| I am your Excellency's 


| moſt humble Servant, 
Namptwich, 


29 January, 1643. 5, Paiſan. 


4 Liſt - the Priſoners ko” at Afton-Church, 
5 January 25, 1643, near ae 


Major General Gibſmn 
Colonels, - Lieutenant Colonels. 6 

Sir Michael Early Sir Francis Butler 

Sir Richard Fleetwood Gibbs 


Monk Major Hammond 
Warren. 


Captains. 
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Enſigns. 
Brown 


Brereton 


1 


Billing ſley 
Caſtillion 


Walden - 


Lyons 
Poulden 


Deudfeworth 
Muſgrave 


Addiſſe 
Smith 
Mahoone 
Pemicock 


Smith 
Touthwood 


ipꝛvor 
Anders 
Bradſhaw 
Bach 
Fines 
Dams 


Riſe 


Milner 
| ri ght 
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VVV 
I ͤ ⁰ SC 
Philips e 
Heard 13 Cornets. | | 
Thomas. 5 
Morgan Carpenter | 
Lewis IEEE, f Maſters. 
„„ Patty 4 
Gentlemen of Companies — 20 
Serjeuntm: = EI * 
V 
Corporals „ — 2 
Cannoneers — WB Tn” 
Colours = — 212 
Women, many of whom had long knives 120 
Common Soldiers — 1800 
Ordnance, whereof five were of Braſs e 
Carriages — — U — 20 


Divers WAggons and rich plunder. 


Beſides theſe, Sir Ralph Done, and the Reve- 
rend Mr. Shurlock, a chaplain to a regiment, 
were taken priſoners, and Lieutenant Colonel Vane | 
was killed in the fight. C 


Beſides the Church of Nantwich, already de- 
ſeribed, and the School before-mentioned, the 
other public buildings of the town are, the 
Presbyterian, Anaboptiſt, and Quakers Meeting- 
I „  Houfes, 
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Houſes, the Town-Hall, and three Hp ſpitals, c or 
Alms-Houſes, The firſt is in the Ho/prtal- Street, 
and is a good decent building, to which apper- 
tains a convenient houſe for the miniſter. The 
ſecond is in Barſer. Street; it ſeems to be ap- 
proaching to decay: and that ſect of Anabap- 
tits, which was formerly more numerous here, 
is at preſent much diminiſhed, if not totally ſo, 
und the building now occupied as a conventicle, 
buy the people called Methodiſts, The Qua lers 
Meeting, in Pillory-Street, is a good building, and 
competently large, though there are but few of 
that perſuaſion either in the town or the adja- 
cent country. The Town-Hall, with a ſeſſions 
room over it, was erected in the year 1720, by 
his late Majeſty; when Prince of Wales, who gave 
'600 J. for that purpoſe. Two other towns in 
his county owe the erection of their Town-Halls 
to his late Majeſty's munificence, as Earl of 
Cheſter. Upon the end of our Town-Hall was 
placed his effigies, with the creſt of the princi- 
pality. In the year 1737, upon a market day, 
part of this fabric fell down, whereby nine or 
ten lives were loſt, and many were terribly 
bruiſed and hurt; it was again rebuiltz and 
years. ago, While the juſtices were holding 
their ſeſſions, a ſudden cruſh, from what cauſe. 
is at i preſecs unknown, fo greatly alarmed the 
court, 
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ceurt, that in che hurry and confuſion of getting 
down, many people were much hurt thereby, 
expecting every moment the whole fabric to fall. 
Theſe events have occaſioned the holding of the 


quarter ſeſſions to be removed from hence about 
fourteen years ſince. 


At the end of the ſtreet leading to Tad is 
I che Hoſpital (founded anno 1638, by Sir Edmund 
| Wright, ſaid to be four times Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, and 'born here) for ſix poor old men, WhO 
have each a warm gown of grey cloth, faced 
with red, every alternate year, and a new ſhirt 
and àa pair of ſhoes every year, a convenient 
apartment, a ſmall garden, and an annual pen- 
ſion of four pounds. Whenever a yacancy hap- 
| pens in this Hoſpital, if a candidate offers of the 
name of Wright, he is to have the Preference, 
provided his other qualifications are equal; 
which are, that he be a native, above the age of 
fifty, poor and unable to get his living by labour, 
of honeſt behaviour, and ſober converſation, and 


laſtly, that he be. a member "of the F Cores of 
England. 455 


Another Ho ta f is at the end of the Welch- 
Row, and founded by Sir Roger Wilbraham, 
Knight, Maſter of Requeſts to King James I. 
anno 1613, for four poor men of the pariſh of 
Nantwich, and for two of the adjacent pariſh of 
Acton, clothed in the manner of the other, only 
their gowns faced with blue ; each has a ſmall 


"*parrment and banden, and 40 {billings per annum. 
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At the end of the Beam - Street, (ſo Ache | 
' nated from the numerous timber trees which for- 
merly grew thereon converted into beams) ; at 
the end of this ſtreet, inthe year 1767, was erec- 
ted by John Crewe, of Crewe, E a haxitiforee and 
ſpacious Ho ofpital of ſeven commodious apartments, 
with convenient gardens for ſo many penſioners, 
Who each receive an annual ſalary of fix pounds. 
This Hoſpital fronts the entrance of that extenſive 
heath or common, formerly known by the name 
of the Creach, but more modernly by that of 
Beam-Heath, as before obſerved. It is a rich 
Piece of land, lying principally in the townſhip 
of Alvandeſton, of about two miles in length, and 
| a quarter of a mile broad, in ſome parts of it 
_ conſiderably more; it maintains great numbers 
of cattle all the ſummer ſeaſon, On the nearer 
end, the bricks with which the town is ſupplied 
for buildings are made, and upon the further 
end, leading to Middlewich, is a fine race-courſe. 
This valuable tract of land was given to che in- 
habitants of Nantwich in general, in the 14th. 
year of King Edward I. as the following deed 
EViGences. | 


The Grant or Deed of lakh o to the e Ik: N 
bitants of Nantwich,” in the 14th Jear * 
n 

is agreement made between Richard Al- = 

vaſaſton, clerk, William, the ſon of Wil. 


liam, of the ſame, Thongs, the fon of Cradec, of 
i Weſton, 
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Weſton, Richard, the ſon of Roger, Grodith, his 

wife, William, the ſon of Towne Cottigreen, and 
Agnes, his wife, of the one part; and between 
all the men of the whole Community of the village 
or town of Wich-Malbank, on the other part; 
being the 10th of April, in the year of Grace 
1285, and ſo to laſt between the. ſaid parties for 
ever, viz. That the ſaid Richard, William, Tho- 
mas, Richard, Goodith, William and Agnes, have 
granced, and by this preſent writing confirmed 


by themſelves, for their heirs and aſſigns, to the 


faid men of Wich-Malbank, and their heirs, that 

| they have for ever free common of paſture for all 
and all manner of cattle, in any part whatſoever, 
to the wood and whole waſte of the town of Al- 
vandeſton belonging, at all times of the year, ex- 
cept only tlie forty days between the feaſts of 
St. Michael and Sf. Martin; fo that neither the 
ſaid Richard, William, &c. their heirs or aſſigns, 
ſhall ever incloſe any of the ſaid wood or waſte, 
nor claim any approvement for themſelves, their 
Heirs or aſſigns; but the ſame /hall for ever lic in 
common. Nevertheleſs, by virtue of the grant 
and agreement aforeſaid, confirmed by this pre- 
ſent writing, all the men aforeſaid of tlie commu- 

_ nity of Wich-Malbank, do grant and covenant, for 
them, their heirs and aſugus, to the ſaid Richard, 
Oc. and their heirs 46a aſſigns, that it ſhall be 


lawful for them to approve in ſuch manner as 


ſhall ſeem to them moſt meet, without the inter- 

ruption or contradiction of the ſaid men of Wich- 

Malbank, a certain place of the ſaid waſte lying 
M2. ĩ˙ i. 
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- ich" te diviſion hereafter mentioned, "via 
from the ford under Schalarn, in the field which 


is called the Brocfield, near the Samſtreſt following 

the Knowl on the one fide of the crooked-brook 
10 the Seich which is over-againſt Marler, and ſo 
aſcending by the ſaid Seich to the great Oak, and 


from thence directly to the Redclough, ſo divided 
by the bounds and meet there drawn, and thence 
following the Redelough from the ſame fide to 
Robuthbey ; ſo that the aid men of Wich-Malbank, 

nor their heirs or aſligns, ſhall have any common 


within the ſaid place, while it ſhall be incloſed, 
nor ever ſhall or may claim the ſame. And be- 


cauſe the parties aforefaid will that this agree- 


ment do ſtand "ratified firm and inviolable, they 
have entered the ſame on the roll at Cheſter, cal- 


led the Doom/day-Book;, and for greater ſecurity 


either party hath put to their ſeals i in the form 


of a cynograph; theſe witneſſes being prefent : 


Sir Reginald Grey, then Juſtice of Cheſter, Sir 


Richard a Maſſie, Sir Ralph @ Vernon, Sir Richard 


2 Sanbach, * homas a Cre 6, Thomas a Perns, 
William Moodnot, Tana of All e Miles | 


Clerk. 


20 And 1 perhaps, it may not be deemed 


impropert to mention the celebrated field- cloſe ad- 
joining to this town, called the Heating- Hauſe- 


"ES 1h: Winn of Peter Walthat, 45 


eke of 
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of Wiſiaſſon, which hath been long famous for 6 
relieving overworked, worn down, and diſor- 
dered horſes. From whatever cauſe its ſanative 
quality proceeds, whether particularly from a 
medicinal virtue of any herbs growing therein, 
or from its lying near the ſaline ſprings, or from 
the great for wardneſs of its graſs, is not known; 
but this is indiſputable, that very ſalutary effects 
are derived from the uſe af it, 


; Before hs hiſtorical narrative be concluded, | 
it may not be amiſs to obviate a popular miſtake, 
long entertained by rhe more illiterate part of the 
town, reſpecting the poet Milton ; for he marry- 
ing to his laſt wife Elizabeth, a daughter of 
| —— Minſvull, Eſq; of Stoke, three miles from 
hence, and ſome perſons of the name of Milton 
being found here, hath occaſioned a fond credu- 
lity among them, that this immortal bard was 
born here, and thinking to honour the town 
thereby, have proceeded fo far as to name rhe 
ſtreet, and even the houſe where he dwelt. Let 
ſuch be informed, that London juſtly claims the 
Honour of his birth, where he was born on the 
5 gth day of December 1606, in the morning, be- 
rwixt ſeven and eight o'clock, in Bread- ſtreet, 
where his father lived at the ſign of the Spread- 
FTagle, being the coat of arms belonging to the 
TINY, His widow benen, I apprebend, was. 
alten 
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reſident here*; which cirevinfiimice might ſerve to 
occaſion the fore-mentioned miſtake; and I have 
deen informed that a whole length picture of the 
celebrated bard was purchaſed in this town by one 
of the worthy family of the Wilbraham's, of 
Ton -End, then a ſtudent of Brazen-Neſe-Col- 
lege, Oxford, and by him preſented to the uni- 
verſity. 
part of the houſhold furniture of Milton's 201dow, 
To conclude the narrative. 


5 made more than a century fince, upon the ſtate 
| of Nantwich, may ma good meaſure be now ap- 


This picture might probably have been : 


Plied ; namely, that howſoever the inhabitants 


have had their advancement, ſure I am (ſaith the 
Author) there can hardly be found a town merely 
uplandiſh, as we term it, not enriched by any 
ſpecial trade and manufacture, nor traded to by 
Water, can ſhew ſuch a knot of wealthy and 


landed men in ſo ſmall a compaſs. And let me 
add, the better ſort of the inhabitants in gene- 


ral, are a humane and hofpitable, a generous 
: and PW fer he Beere 


_— 


— — — 


An 


by 1 this was written, my conjedure appears to be 
truly founded; ſhe reſided here the latter part of hee 
life; and was buried on the 10th day of March, 1726, 
and her funeral ſermon, preached by Mr. Iſaac Kimber, a 


diſſenting miniſter, well known for his i ingenious wentings, | 


and whole OY the conſtantly attended. 3 


4 "8 N 1 1 15 8. 5 


That obſervation : 


P. S. By reaſon of the Author's diſtance from 
the Preſs, a few typographical errors have occur- 
red; the moſt material of which are noted in the 
table of errata, the reſt, the judicious reader is 
os deſired to correct as he goes along. 


'E R R A T * 
Page 4. Lk 9, for country 08 * 6. 1. 5 


r. accruing.—P. 8, I. 13, r. Middle - Stych.—P. 22, 1. 75 5 


r. St. Nicholas, wherever the word St. Michael occurs. 
P. 24, l. 3, dele theſe words, The Church as it now 
 flands.—P, 27, I. 16, r. Ciceronian,—P. 31, in the 
note at the bottom r. Touchet, and for Aldilley's r. 


7  Aldithley's —P, 32,1. 20, r. garb.—P. 341.3, r. Vet- 


_ tenball, —P. 35-1. 13K. ieh. F. ww 21, r. Har- 
ren and Surry. 
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